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HE Extenſion of our Fiſheries is of ſuch. 
Mighty Importance to this Commercial 

. — Iz that I flatter myſelf the Favour of the 
Public will aſſiſt every Man who ſhall take any 
Part in an Attempt of | ſuch Public Utility. 
And I can have little Doubt that Great Britain 
will give every Encouragement in her Power 
: to 


6-46, ] 


to an Undertaking, which muſt neceſlarily in- 
creaſe and ſecure that naval Strength, upon 
which not only the high Rank which ſhe at pre- 


ſent holds among the ſurrounding Nations, but 


even her very Exiſtence as a free State may poſ- 
ſibly depend. Eſtabliſhments of Seamen in 
remoter Countries, will certainly increaſe her 
Strengih in a regular War, when they can 
be collected; but this cannot always be de- 
pended on againſt neighbouring and watchful 
Enemies, who if they ever ſhould make an At- 
tempt on theſe Kingdoms, will attempt It by 
Surpriſe or with the ſhorteſt Warning ; in ſuch 


an Event the Sailors of Ireland are the only ones 


from whom Britain could expect a ready Aſſiſt · 
ance; there can ſcarcely a Wind blow in which 
from ſome of our Ports they would not be able 
to reach her Shores, and in many Places the 
Paſſage between the two Kingdoms is fo ſhort 
that Tides would waft them over, even though 
Winds ſhould be unfavourable : Indeed a Mul- 
titude of Circumſtances have lately ſhown that 
England at length is convinced of this great 
Truth, that the Wealth and Strength of Ire- 
land are her Wealth and Strength alſo ; and 
particularly the recent Encouragements ſhe has 
granted to our Fiſheries afford every Reaſon for 
concluding that ſhe will not deſiſt until theſe 
ſhall be — eſtabliſhed. 


As 
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| As ] apprehend that theſe Fiſheries are neither 
as well underſtood nor as generally * the 
Subject of Men's Attention or Converſation, as 
from their Importance they ſeem to deſerve, I 
conceive I may render ſome Service to my 
Country by ſtating particularly the Value which 
theſe Fiſheries have been of to other Nations, 
the Difficulties under which this Kingdom for- 
merly laboured, and which more than counter- 
balancing our natural Advantages have hitherto 
prevented us from acquiring our Share in them 
what Steps have been taken lately to remove 
thoſe Difficulties, and even to ſubſtitute Encou- 
ragements in their Place, and finally in what 
Manner, and at what Expence, we may now en- 
gage in them, which if I ſhall be able to do 
4 properly I have little Doubt of making it appear 
that there is not any Country on the Globe from 
whence the great Fiſheries can be carried on 
with more Profit to the State and to the Indivi- 
duals engaging in them, than they can at pre- 
fent from Ireland. | > 


The Extent of our Coaſts, the Abundance 
and Excellence of our Harbours, the Situation 
of many of them on the Ocean, from whence _ 
Ships may always get out at the appointed Time 
without having the Difficulty of long and em- 
barraſſed Channels to contend with, the Tem- 
perature of our Climate, which prevents thoſe 
voew from being ever obſtructed with Ice, our 


Situation 


«+ 
3 
ye 
þ*? 
5 
* 
* 
7% 
5 
*. 
* 
* 
+ 
- 
33 
2 
Wh, 
* 
1 
* 4 
7 
3 
* 
* * 
„ @ 
£35 
. 
We» 
3». 
4 | 
* 
it 
= 
3 
Ht 


n 
© "Ra" 

OG nnd 

pe 3 


114 
Situation in the Weſtern Extremity of Europe, 
and placed as it were for a reſting Place between 
the antient and the newly diſcovered World; 
the vaſt Shoals of valuable Fiſh reſorting an- 
nually to our own Coaſts; our Vicinity to Shet- 
land and Iceland, to Newfoundland and the 
Greenland Seas, thoſe eſtabliſhed Seats of the 
Fiſhtries, and at the ſame Time to Spain, 
Portugal, the Mediterranean, the Weſt Indies 
and Britain, are manifeſt Advantages which 
Providence has given us over that Country, 
which hitherto has ſurpaſſed all others in al- 
moſt every Branch of the Fiſhing Trade, and I 
ſhould imagine that after a little Time we 
might be able to fit out our Ships much 
cheaper than the Dutch can do; there are few 
Countries where Labour is cheaper than in Ire- 
land, and none where Proviſions are more abun- 
dant: Bread and Beer, Butter and Cheeſe, 
Beef and Bacon, and Potatoes, with us are 
native Commodities, many of which the Dutch 
are obliged to carry from hence at a conſidera- 
ble Expence before they ſet out on their Voy- 
ages, of which we have had a recent Inſtance 
in the late Embargo, when a ſpecial Proclama- 
tion was obtained for allowing the failing of cer- 
tain Siffps from Limerick to Holland with coarſe 
Butter for their Greenland Fiſhery ; Hemp 


grows as well in this Country as in any other, 


and were it not for ſome unkind Reſtraints in 


leſs enlightened Days than the preſent, it is 


probable 
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ciobable' we ſhould &er this have made Sail 
Cloth and Cordage, ſufficient not only for our 
own Uſe but for the Supply of our Neigh- 
bours. And if we have not ſufficient Timber 
and Iron of our own for Ship. Building, neither 
have the Dutch thoſe Articles, and it is plain 
we can import them as eaſily as any other 
Country can poſſibly do. To which let me add 
the ſtrong Protection the Britiſh Navy will ever 
afford our Merchants, not' only during the 


Fiſhery, but in OSS the Produce _—_ to 
AGILE 


It is true the Hollanders have more Expe- 
rience, and Money at a lower Intereſt, ſtrong 
Capitals, many Ships, and an eſtabliſhed Trade; 
to countervail- all theſe the Iriſh Merchant has 
lately obtained great and varied Bounties and 
Premiums, and theſe will certainly be continu- 
ed until they ſhall attract Native or Foreign 
Merchants to engage in the Iriſh Fiſheries, and 
until we may provide Ships and gain that Know- 
ledge which Experience We teaches. 


For the! better n of this Subject 
it may be proper to take Notice that our Fiſne- 
ries conſiſt of three diſtinct Parts or Branches: 
The Cod Fiſhery, by us commonly called the 
Newfoundland Fiſhery ; the Herring Fiſhery, 
and the Whale Fiſhery ; and it will be neceſ- 
fary to conſider each of theſe diſtinctly. And 


* firſt 


1 


firſt ef the Cod Fiſhery, which as well from 
the Number of experienced Seamen which it 
at all Times ſupplies as from the Value of its 
Produce is certainly . of * utmoſt 
Attention. | 


This Fiſhery is principally carried on from 
the Iſland of Newfoundland, and on thoſe great 
Shallows which he between Newtoundland and 
Europe, and which are called the Banks of 
Newfoundland, along a great Part of the Coaſt 
of Britiſh North America, and on many Shoals 
of thoſe Coaſts, and in the Gulph of the River 
St, Lawrence, and there is great Reaſon to ap- 
prehend there are very. valuable Cod Banks off 
the Northern and Weſtern Coaſts of Ireland, 
though the Limits of thoſe Banks have not yet 
been aſcertained nor any effectual Fiſhery car- 
ried on upon them. | 


The Engliſh by being Proprietors of the 
Iſland of Newfoundland have the principal 
Share of this Fiſhery. The French by the Li- 
berty that has been granted them of erecting 
their Stages, &c. on the Northern Parts of that 
Iſland, or by their being Proprietors of the lit- 
tle Iſlands of St. Pierre and Miquelon have the 
next Share of it, and our Northern Colonies 
in America are largely engaged in it alfo, on 
their own Coaſts and Banks, and on the _ 
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of Newfoundland, but not immediately about 
that Iſland. "oof 208: 


The following is a Scherne/ of the Britiſh 
Newfoundland Fiſhery for the Year 1774. 


Britiſh Ships employed in the Fiſhery &9= 2x4 
Of which 130 were Bankers, or Ships 
employed continually fiſhing on the 
Banks. 

Such Ships, which are Veſſels employed 
in buying the Fiſh from Fiſhing Ships 

or from the Stages on Shore where it 
is cured, and carrying it immediately 
to the Market, — 149 

Trading Ships from America employed 
either in bringing Proviſions and other 
Articles to the Fiſhers, or carrying 
the Fiſh to the Weſt Indies, &c. 175 

The Burthen of the Britiſh Ships, Tons 38361 

of the American Ships, Tons 8992 

Aboard the Britiſh Fiſhing Ships were Men, 291 r 


Aboard the Saick Ships, — 1370 
the American Ships, — 936 
The Britiſh Ships carried out Paſſengers 8 | 
from Great Britain, — 1613 
from Ireland, — 22764 


from Jerſey and Guernſey, — 548 
Theſe Paſſengers are Men principally 
employed in the Boat Fiſhery carried 
on about the Iſland, and xs Engliſh 

B 2 Ships 
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Ships not finding enough of theſe at 
home, generally touch at Waterford 
for a Supply of them, but it is feared 
that few of theſe return, great Num- 
bers being ſeduced away in the Ame- 
rican Ships every Year to New Eng- 
land, and this may be one Cauſe of 
the rapid Increaſe of Population in 
that Colony. 
The Numbers of Boats kept by Britiſh | 
Shi — [ 
5 dy Bye "ac _ 
by Inhabitants of the Iſland, 1446 
Bye Boatmen, —_ on _  - 
Their Servants, —_ 5161 
Quintals of Fiſh made by Britiſh Ships, 237640 
by Bye Boatmen, 145800 
by Inhabitants, 312426 
Quente's of Fiſh carried to F oreign Mar- 
kets, 5163 58 
Tons of Train Oil madein Newfound- 
land, 
Beſides theſe Particulars there are ma- 
ny Articles of leſs Importance, ſuch 
as Salmon, Furrs, Sea Cow Skins and 


5037 


Teeth, Seal Skins, and a conſtant 


Trade by thoſe who remain through 
the Winter in Boat Building, &c. 

The whole of the Trade is computed to 
produce to Great Britain every Year 
_ 1 75⁰, 000 

| And 


ee 
And to give Employment to 2733 
Britiſh Sailors and Fiſhermen, beſides 
the Numbers in England who find 
Employment in the Trades depending 
' thereon. 


The Scheme of the French Fiſhery for the 
ſame Year was as follows : 


Ships, _— erg. 273 
Tonnage, — — 31530 
Men employed, — 15137 
Boats, — — 1614 
Quintals of Fin, — 366215 
Hogſheads of Oil, — 3377 


Total Value of their Trade about . 300,000 


Upon which laſt mentioned Scheme I ſhall only 
obſerve that the French Trade on the Banks is 
computed to be carried on by Ships from the 
different Ports of France, on an Average each 
of 100 Tons, with 24 Men, and catching 600 
Quintals of Fiſh each, at St. Pierre and Mi- 
quelon the Shipping — at 60 Ton Bur- 
then only. 


With "eſpe to the American Cod Fiſhery it 
is ſcarcely poſſible to make any Eſtimate. ' All 
we know is that in that Year they ſent 149 
Trading Ships to Newfoundland, and that it 
was N they had of Schooners and Sloops 

on 


161 


on the Banks of Newfoundland 60 Sail, and in 
the Gulph of St. Lawrence 35 Sail, and that 
theſe Ships were computed at an Average at 60 
Tons, manned with 9 Men, and catching 400 
Quintals of Fiſh each, and this I mention to 
ſhow that the Trade may be carried on with 
ſmaller Veſſels, and at leſs Expence than is 
uſual in England. 


Upon the whole of the American Cod 
Fiſhery it may not be conſidered as too much 
to eftimate it equal to the French Fiſhery and 
producing L. 300,000 
And then the whole Value of this Fiſhery 

will amount to between. . 1,300,000 

and /. 1,400,000 
An Obect ſurely of ſufficient Magnitude to ex- 
cite the Attention of every Friend of Ireland. 
Unfortunately for us ſo many Obſtructions were 
thrown in our Way that few of our Merchants 
could ever find their way to Newfoundland, and 
though a few did attempt the Voyage covertly, 
yet as it was a forced Trade there was very 
little Reaſon to expect that it could ever come 
to Maturity, or ſpread. itſelf extenſively. 


The peculiar Circumſtances of the Taxes, 
the unſhaken Fidelity of the Iriſh approved in 
the ſtrongeſt Manner for near a Century, a ge- 
neral Diſpoſition in the People of England much 
{ſtronger than in preceding Times in favour of 

this 
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this Country, a particular Liberality of Senti- 


ment with regard to-Ireland in the Breaſt of 
Lord North, the general Character and ſtrenu- 
ous Repreſentations of our Chief Governor 
Lord Harcourt, the never ceaſing Application 
of his Secretary, who went over to London and 
ſpent many Months there in the Interval of our 
Parliament, for the Purpoſe of foliciting Fa- 
vours for Ireland, but above all his Majeſty's 


ſpontaneous Goodneſs to this the not leaſt loyal 


Part of his Dominions, have removed theſe 
Difficulties, and laid the Trade ſo open before 
us that we ſhall be inexcuſable if we do not 
avail ourſelves of it, or at leaſt if we do not, 
that Clamour of Reſtraint on our Trade will be 
liſtened to no more; and Men will be apt 
henceforth to attribute our Deficiency in that 


Particular rather to a want of Capital or of In- 


duſtry, than of Means to employ them in. 


Allow me juſt to ſtate what thoſe Reſtraints 
were that we may the more clearly perceive 
the Remedies that have been provided againſt 


By the Engliſh Act 10 and 11 W. 3. the 
Benefit of the Shores and Harbours of New- 
foundland, of fiſhing there, and of erecting 
Stages for curing the Fiſh and Train Fatts for 
boiling the Oil, ſeem to be reſerved to the 


1 to the Excluſion of the Iriſh and Ame- 
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ricans, and though ſome few of our Ships 
from the Port of Waterford have reſorted to 


Newfoundland, yet their Admiſſion has always 
been conſidered rather as by Connivance than 


of right, and the Commodore on that Station 
has always returned them as Engliſh Veſſels; a 
Situation ſo precarious as alone to account for | 
our not entering more largely into that Trade, 
in Conſequence of which I believe our Ships 


| Maſters never enjoyed any of thoſe little Pre- 


eminences and Advantages which are given by 


that Act to the Captain, who firſt takes his Sta- 


tion in each Harbour in the Iſland for that Year, 
and I ſuppoſe was fully ſufficient Reaſon for de- 
ciding every ' Queſtion that might ariſe about 


the Ships Room, &c. between an Engliſh and 


an Iriſh Veſlel. 


I have ſtated that Fiſh Oil is one of the 
conſiderable Productions of that Fiſhery by the 
Engliſn Statute, 25 Car. 2. ſuch Oil if of Bri- 


tiſh Fiſhing, and imported into Britain in 
Britiſn Veſſels, is entered Duty free, if of Ame- 


rican Fiſhing and imported in American Ships, 


it paid a Duty of 115. 8d. per Ton, if of 
American Fiſhing and imported in Engliſh Ships 
it paid but 8s. 104. but if caught by Inſh 
Ships it was conſidered as of Foreign Fiſhing, 
and was ſubjected to no leſs a Duty than 15/. 
16s. per Ton, which in Fact amounted to a 
Prohibition. 


So 


LN. | 
So of Seal Skins, if of Britiſh Fiſhing they 
might be Imported Duty free, if of Iriſn Fiſhing 
they were conſidered as Foreign, and were 


ſubjected chapel Is. | 84. each. 


By the Engliſn Stat. 23. Car. 2. the Iriſh 
were Prohibited from ſending to any of his Ma- 
zeſty's Colonies in America, any Commodity but 
Horſes and Victuals of their own Produce and 
Manufacture, and upon this Word Victual, a 
Doubt had ariſen, whether Beer and Ale, and 
Iriſh Malt Spirits, tho“ Neceſſaries for that Fiſh- 
ery, were included in it; and of late a Right 
Honourable Gentleman has attempted to per- 
ſuade us, that even Corn ought not to be conſi- 
dered as Victuals; but however that might be, 
the abſurdity of our on Laus till very lately 
embarraſſed all thoſe Exports, by continuing Du- 
ties upon Bread and Biſquet, and Iriſh-made 
Corn Spirits when Exported, and if any Thing 
could be more adverſe to our Newfoundland 
Trade, by granting Duties upon Fiſh, Oil, 
Whale Fins and Seal Skins, caught by Iriſh Ship- 


ping, both upon their Importation into this King- 
dom, and upon rr 2 r Feen 


To remedy fo m theſe Evils as depend- 
ed upon Great Britain, /the Engliſh Act of the 
15th of his preſent Majeſty, Chapter 3 iſt, Inti- 
tled, an Act for the Encouragement of the Fiſh- 
eries of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. in the 24 


C and 


L 18. J 
and 4th Sections, (after reciting that the Right 
or Privilege of drying -Fiſh on the Shores of 
Newfoundland, had hitherto been enjoyed by 
his Majeſty's Subjects of Great Britain and the 
other Britiſh Dominions in Europe) Enacts, 
that the ſaid Right ſhall not be held by any. of 
his Majeſty's Suhjects arnving there from any 
other Country, except from Great Britain or/one 
of the Britiſh Dominions in Europe; and for 
the better Accommodation: of the Perſons be- 
longing ta Veſſels employed in the ſaid Fifhery, 
it may; be lawful for tie Maſters and Crews.of 
ſuch Veſſels, to ecoupyiand uſe for the purpoſe 
of | Curing; Salting, Drying and Huſbanding 
their Eiſh any vagant ar void Space whatever on 
any Part: of Newfoundland, vhichꝭ is not then 
uſed or occupied for the: ſaid Fiſhery, without 
any Let, Hindranee;oqr Liſturbance ſrom any 
Perſon Mbatſoe ver, the ſunh unoccupied — 
may e eee 
Jun Ot --phtgvbDs Stem d L 
By. whith Clauſes: and other Parts of the fad 
Act, the right gf the  Irifh is now eſtabliſtied, 
and the Preference in ithat Particulai is given 
them over the Americans, from whom that Pri- 
v lege by me lame A! is withheld. 
10 Yo! UI VDSMILO41 
| The Sections 9 and 10 contain e 
medy againſt the 25th of Charles the Second, 
for after reciting that by the ſaid Act it was 
lawful for any Perſon to Import into Great Bri- 
2 tain, 
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tain, Train Oil or Blubber F Greenland and 
Parts adjacent, and thoſe Seas, or of Newfoundland 


or of any other his Majefty's Colonies or Planta- 
tions, and Whale Fins caught in any Ships, truly 
and properly belonging to Great Britain, and Im- 
ported in ſuch Ships without paying any Cuſtom 
or Duty for the ſame, and that it was reaſonable 
that the ſame Indulgence ſhould be extended to 
Ireland, they enact, that the (aid Liberty grant- 
ed by the ſaid Act, ſhall extend to ſuch Oil or 
Blubber and Whale Fins taken in any Part of 
the Ocean, and Imported in Ships belonging to 
his Majeſty's Subjects of Great Britain, Ireland, 
or Guernſey, Jerſey, or Man, which variation of 
the Expreſſion from particular Seas to the whole 
Ocean, ſeems to have been calculated expreſsly 
to induce us to engage in that Southern Fiſhery, 
which has been fo liberally encouraged of late 


by our own Parliament; and muſt not only be 


of very great Benefit to Ireland, but is another 
Preference both in Duty and in the Extent of 
our Fiſhery given to us above the Americans. 


And the roth Section expreſsly gives the like 
Liberty of Importing into Britain Duty free, 
raw and undreſſed Seal Skins caught by the 
Crews of Veſſels belonging to and fitted out from 
Ireland, &c. 
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The 5th Section is to obviate in ſome ee 
the ſeverity of the 23 Car. 2. which prohibits 
Ireland from ſending any Thing to Newfound- 
land except Victual; as Doubts had ariſen whe- 
ther that Word extended to Iriſh Bread and Biſ- 
quet, and Malt Spirits, upon a proper Repreſen- 
tation the Framers of this Fiſhery Act varied 
the Expreſſion, by ſubſtituting the Word Pro- 
viſions, which is allowed on all Hands to include 
thoſe Articles; beſides theſe there were a Variety 
of other Particulars neceſſary for carrying on 
this Trade, from which we were excluded by 
the ſaid Act, and of which a Liberty of Ex- 
porting is now granted ; but what ſeems of the 
whole of this Section the moſt valuable Part, is 
the extent of Territory in which this Privilege 
may operate, even the entire of Britiſh America, 
which as it is the firſt Relaxation of the ſeverity 
of the Export Law to the Colonies, which Ire- 
land has been able to obtain in more than a Cen- 
tury, and as it may, I hope, be conſidered as an 
Omen of future Indulgences in that Particular, I 
ſhall beg leave to tranſcribe from the Act. 


And it is hereby further enacted, that it ſhall 
and may be lawful for any of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects reſiding in Ireland, to ſhip and lade there, 
and to tranſport directly from thence to New- 
foundland, or to any Part of America where the 


Fiſhery is now or ſhall hereafter be carried on on 
boardany Ship or Veſſel which may lawfullyTrade 


OT 
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or Fiſh there, any Proviſions, and alſo any Hooks, 
Lines, Netting or other, Tools or Implements ne- 
ceſſary for, and uſed in the Fiſhery by the Crews 
of the Ships or Veſſels carrying out the ſame, and 
the Craft belonging to and employed by ſuch 
Ships in ſaid Fiſhery, the ſame being the Product 
and Manufacture of Great Britain or lreland. 


By the 2oth Section, a Duty of one Shilling 
per Gallon is granted to his Majeſty and his 
Heirs, upon all Rum and other Spirits Imported 
into Newfoundland from the Continent of Ame- 
rica, which Duty not extending to Iriſh Spirits, 
is a further Preference ſhewn to this Country. 


As Ireland had complained that great Num- 
bers of her Inhabitants not being Sailors, were 
annually carried out to this Fiſhery under the 
Title of Paſſengers, and in order to be employ- 
ed in the Boat Fiſhery near the Shore, and that 
few of theſe ever returned, the greater Number 
of them being ſeduced away every Year after 
the Fiſhing Seaſon to New-England, to the ma- 
nifeſt Injury of the Population of Ireland, the 
12th and 13th Sections of the ſaid Act provides, 
that no Maſter of any Veſſel trading to or from 
any Place in Newfoundland, ſhall carry or con- 
vey as Paſſengers, any Fiſhermen, Sailors, Arti- 
ficers, or others, employed as aforeſaid, from 
thence to any Part of the Continent of Ameri- 
ca, without Permiſſion from the Governor of 


Ne- 
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Newfoundland. And that every Perſon who 
ſhall employ at Newfoundland in the Fiſhery 
there, any Seaman or Fiſherman going out as 
Paſſengers, or hired there, ſhall retain and de- 
duct ont of the Wages of every Perſon fo hired 
or employed, a Sum of Money equal to the then 
current Price of a Man's Paſſage home, not ex- 
ceeding 40 Shillings' for each Man, which Mo- 
ney he is required to pay at the End of the Sea- 
- ſon to the Maſter of ſome Ship, who ſhall under- 
take to carry ſuch Perſon home to the Country 
whereto he belongs. 


There 1s another Point of great Importance 
in this Act; Experience had ſhown us that in 
one Part of this Fiſhery we were extremely de- 
ficient, that which is carried on early in the Sea- 
ſon and produces what 1s called the Mud Fiſh, 
or as I ſuppoſe (more properly) Muid Fiſh, which 
Js. taken firſt in the Seaſon, and in the Manage- 
ment of which the French, the Americans, and 
the Inhabitants of Newfoundland, were all ſu- 

perior to his Majeſty's European Subjects, 


For the purpoſe of ſecuring ſome Part at leaſt 
of this early Trade, which had been proved to 
be of very great Value; the firſt Section of the 
ſaid Act gives no leſs than 225 Premiums to 
Ships fitted out for the ſaid Fiſhery, and per- 
forming the requiſites mentioned in the ſaid Act, 
and theſe are extended as well to Ships of -Ire- 

| land 


1 


land as to thoſe of Great Britain, but a Jealouſy 


having been entertained by the People of Poole 
and Dartmouth, and other Fiſhing Towns of the 
Weſt of England, that if the Iriſh were permit- 


ted to fail directly to Newfoundland, by the ſu- - 


perior Advantages of their ſituation, they would 
be always the farft at the Banks, and would there- 
by engroſs the whole of thoſe Premiums to them- 
ſelves; it was to obviate that ObyeCtion, and 
from Circumſtances pecubar to the Times in 
which that Law was made, found neceſſary to 
continue thoſe. Premiums to Ships failing imme- 
diately from ſome Port in Great Britain, that is, 
if Iriſh Ships were to become Competitors, they 
muſt have touched in ſome. Port in Britain, that 
all might ſeem to ſtart from the ſame Poſt toge- 
ther. But leaſt even this might ſeem a Hard- 
ſhip to Ireland, it was intimated to the Friends 
of that Country who intereſted. themſelves in the 
Progreſs of that Law, that if Ireland ſhould give 
ſimilar Premiums in its:awn Parliament, ſuch a 
Bill ſhould-certainly be returned, and this which 
was liberally pramifed hath ſince been honourably 
performed; for by an Act made in the preſent 
Seſſion in this Kingdom, intitled, an Act ſor the 
Encouragement of the Fiſheries of Ireland, it is 
enacted, that the reſpective Bounties therein 
mentioned ſhall be paid and allowed annually for 
11 Years, for a certain Number of Ships or Veſſels 
employed in the Fiſhery on the Banks of New- 
foundland, under the following Reſtrictions, that 
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another Cargo of Fiſh, ſhall be intitled to 400. 


l 

is to ſay, ſuch Ships as ſhall appear by their Regiſ- 
try to be Britiſh built, (which Words by an Eng- 
liſh Law are declared to extend to, and include 
Ships built in Ireland,) and owned by his Majef- 


ty's Subjects of Great Britain, Ireland, Guernſey, 


Jerſey, or Man, and of the Burthen of 50 Tons 
or upwards, and navigated with no leſs than 15 


Men each, three fourths of whom beſides the 


Maſter ſhall be his Majeſty's Subjects, and in 
other reſpects qualified and ſubject to the ſame 
Rules and Reſtrictions as are deſcribed by an Act 
made in England in the 10th and 11th Years of 
King William the Third, intitled, an Act to en- 
courage the Trade to Newfoundland, and ſhall 
be fitted and cleared out from ſome Port in Ire- 
land after the firſt Day of January, and ſhall pro- 
ceed to the Banks of Newfoundland, and having 
caught a Cargo of Fiſh upon thoſe Banks con- 
fiſting of no leſs than 40,000 Fiſh by Tale, ſhall 
land the ſame at one of the Ports on the Southern 
or Eaſtern Side of Ireland,. between Cape Ray 
and Cape de Grat, on or before the 15th of July 
in each Year, and ſhall make one more Trip at 


leaſt to the ſaid Banks and return with another 


Cargo of Fiſh caught there to the fame Port, in 
which Caſe the 20 Veſlels fo qualified, firſt ar- 
riving at the ſaid Iſland of Newfoundland from 
ſaid Banks with ſuch Cargo of Fiſh, and which 
after landing the ſame ſhall proceed again to the 
ſaid Banks and return to the ſaid Iſland with 


each. 


tas 1 


each. The 40 Veſſels next arriving in order of 
Time before the ſaid iſt of July in each Year, 
ſhall be intitled to 200. each, and 40 other Veſſels 
ſo arriving the next in order of Time, ſhall be in- 
titled to ol. each. Such Premiums to be paid 
by the Collectors of the Ports in Ireland to which 
ſuch Ships ſhall return, upon producing Certifi- 
cates from the Governor of Newfoundland, that 
the Maſters had performed the . in the 
ſaid Act mentioned. 


It is alſo to be obſerved, that the ſaid laſt men- 
tioned Iriſh Act takes off all Duties upon Train 
Oil and Blubber, Whale Fins and Seal Skins, 
both upon their Importation into, and their Ex- 
portation out of this Kingdom. 


And that another Act paſled in Ireland in this 
Seſſion, for the better Regulation of his Majeſty's 
Revenues, has principally for the purpoſe of aſ- 
ſiſting our Fiſheries, taken off all Duties upon 
Bread and Biſquet, and upon Malt Spirits manu- 
factured in this Kingdom. 


And now let me appeal to any Man and aſk, 
does he know another Trade ſo likely to produce 
Profit as this Fiſhery from Ireland, or on which 
ſo many Encouragements have been accummu- 
lated in fo ſhort a Period. If the Landed Men 
ſhall conſider it in its proper Light, not only as 
providing a Strength and Defence for the whole 

D Empire, 
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Empire, but as ſecuring Employment for their 
People and certain Markets for every Production 
of their Eſtates ; and if ſuch Conſiderations ſhall 
induce them either to become joint Adventurers 
or otherwiſe to aſſiſt with Capitals, the Merchants 
in the out Ports of this Kingdom, I ſhould not 
deſpair of ſeeing Fiſhing Veſſels fitted out from 
every Harbour of the Kingdom, to the infinite 
Emolument of the whole. Some Ports however, 
and thoſe hitherto the moſt neglected of all, may 
poſſibly have Advantages, the Knowledge of 
which is not yet ſufficiently aſcertained: I mean 
in the Northern and North-Weſtern Parts of 
Ireland, off of which there is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 
to believe there are fiſning Banks, perhaps as 
prolific as thoſe of Newfoundland, tho' their 
Nature and Extent have not hitherto been ex- 
plored, and if fo, the Fiſhery- may be carried on 
{til} cheaper from the neighbouring Ports: In 
ſeveral very ancient Maps I find the Bay of Gal- 
way called the Bay of Hakes, from the Quantity 

of that Fiſh with which it was ſupplied. : 


Sir William Monſon, who was one of he 
moſt experienced Seamen England ever bred, 
in the 4th Book of his Naval Tracts takes no- 
tice, that from the Iſland of Rona off Scotland, 
and between 15 and 16 Leagues from the Iſland 
of Lewis, there runs a Bank of 100 Miles in 
Length, and as far as Fill Head in Ireland, which 
Bank affords a great Quantity of the beſt Cods 


and 


** 1 

and Ling of any Part of the Seas, which had 
not for one hundred and odd Years been uſed; 
ſince his Time above another Century has elap- 
ſed, and yet theſe bountiful Gifts of Providence 
remain equally neglected. 


In the Year 1740, John Atkin, Maſter of 
the Friendſhip, of Ayr, coming from Virginia 
round the North of Ireland, when about 30 
Leagues Weſt by their Reekoning from the 
Iſland Tory, ſaw diftin&tly a Shoal under Wa- 
ter, about 50-Yards from the Veſſel, on which 
he judged there might. be about four feet of 
Water. This he publiſhed an Account of in 
Print for the Information of others, to which 
he ſubjoins that about 1g or 20 Leagues N. W. 
2 N. from the land Tory, there is a Bank 
on which there is from 25 to 30 Fathom Wa- 
ter. 


In October 1746, the Commanders Kelly, 
Johnſton and Thornton, ſailing in Company 
from Virginia for Liverpool, about 25 Leagues 
Weſt from Tory Ifland, heaved the Lead each 
of them, and found 65 and 70 Fathom Sand 
and Shells, between that and Ireland they 
founded: again and found no Bottom; this In- 
formation is from Mr. Lowns, a Merchant of 
Repute in Liverpool, who was on board one of 
the Ships, and made them put Tallow on the 

D 2 Lead, 


Lead, which otherwiſe would have been omit- 
ted. | 


About the Year 1756, Mr. * of Lon- 
donderry, coming from Philadelphia, was be- 
calmed about 22 Leagues N. W. of the Iſland 
of Tory, without Sight of Land, he ſounded 
and found the Depth 30 Fathom, then throw- 
ing out ſome Fiſhing Lines catched about 150 
Cod in two Hours Time, the Wind ſpringing 
up they made Sail, and in a few Hours ſaw 
the Land on the Nanth Weſt Coaſt of Ire- 
a 


e Græme in his Cruiſe along the 
Weſt Coaſt of Ireland, in the Year 1766, (as I 
think,) by Order of the Lords Commiſſioners of 
Admiralty, ſounded on a Bank, whith extends 
25 or zo Leagues Weſtward from the Coaſt, 
between the River Shannon and Sline Head; 
the Depth on it he found to be from 45 to 80 
Fathoms, for the moſt Part Sand and ſmall 
Stones, but along the W. and N. Sides of it 
deepening ſuddenly to 92 and 100 Fathoms, 
and then no Bottom. It does not appear by his 
Journal that he tried to catch Fiſh on this Bank. 
The Extent of Mr. Græme's Search North- 
ward was no further than the Parallel of Broad 
Haven in Mayo, ſo that he had no Opportunity 
of diſcovering any Shoals Weſtward or North 
Well of Tory Iſland, nor had he Weather at 
; all 
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all fit for the Purpoſe he was ſent on, bong too 
late in the Year. 

In the Tear 1769, when Mr. Murdoch 
McKenzie, in the Sloop Bird, was taking Views 
of the Weſt Coaſt of Ireland, about the Diſ- 
tance of from 3 to / Leagues from the Land, 
wherever there was an Opportunity of trying 
to catch Fiſh, they found them particularly off 
the Iſlands of Iniſh ſhank and Boffin in Mayo, 
where happening to be becalmed, the Crew 
caught Cod, Ling, and Holly, one or other of 
them almoſt as often as their Lines could be let 


down. 


A t Broad Haven in Mayo, the People have a 
general Perſuaſion that there is a Fiſhing Bank 
20 or 30 Leagues Weſtward of their Coaſt, and 
affirm that they have ſeen ſeveral Ships Maſters 
who have taken Fiſh there. The like Perſua- 
fion prevails of a Fiſhing Bank off Malbay, in 
the County of Clare. About 6 or 8 Leagues 
S. W. from the Iſland Durſey, at the 8 W. 
Point of Ireland, there is a Shoal called the 
Lock, on which ſeveral Fiſhing Ships from Kin- 
fale take Abundance of Ling every Year, from 
the Month of April to September, when the 
Weather obliges them to give over Fiſhing; on 
this Shoal Mr. Græme ſounded and ſpoke with 
the Fiſhers. 


* 


In 


TE ©” + alas +. Wilt 0 
1 By O 
-» — 


8 6—— ths. ad wooded dtc ddd... cad. i Srad a. cud tt e 
Aa 3 op * 
hy ** 8 a _— 
_ — + * a 2 — o & P 70, 


5 | 
In ſhort there ſeems to be a general Opinion 
ſupported by a Multitude of Facts, that there 
are exceedingly profitable Banks off of theſe 
Codſts, tho their Limits are not aſcertained. 
Mr. M*Kenzie whoſe Authority will be of con- 
ſiderable Weight is perſuaded of it, and he 
thinks they run almoſt Parallel to Ireland, and 
extend all the way from Shetland to the Nymph 
Bank off Waterford ; others apprehend they run 
in a contrary Direction towards the Banks of 
Newfoundland, and even extend the whole of 
that way. | 


At all Events this deſerves a further Exami- 
nation, for if the Banks are found within 20 
Eeagues of our Coaſt, the Fiſhers on them will 
be entitled to the Benefits of the Iriſh Act of 
the zu Year of his preſent Majeſty, c. 24. by 
which a Bounty of twenty Shillings a Ton is 
given to Engliſh and Iriſh built Ships not under 
20 Tons, employed in fiſhing on the Coaſt, but 
the ſaid Bounty not to be paid to any Ship for 
more than 100 Tons. And by the faid Act are 
alſo given upon ſuch Fiſh when exported, for 
4 A 
Every 6 Score of Hake, Haddock, Cod 

Fiſh and Congar Eel, — 3 © 
For every Turee wherein wet Fiſh well 

cured ſhall be packed, — 4 3 
For every Barrel of Mackarel, — 2 6 
For every ſix Score of Ling, — * 0 

| Which 


1 
Which if the Fiſhery that has been ſtated is 
really there, ſhould be ſufficient to ſatisfy even 
the moſt avaritious Adventurer; and here as-I 
am upon the Subject of examining our Coaſts, 
I cannot avoid taking Notice of the good Will 
of England, and the Liberality of its Parlia- 
ment towards Ireland in another Meaſure of the 
laſt Seffion ; the Lords of the Admiralty had 


for many Years employed a very ſkilful Officer - 


Mr. Murdoch M*Kenzie, to make Surveys of 
the whole Coaſt of Ireland, with the Soundings, 
Views, and all Things neceffary for the moſt 
perfect Charts, and this Work being completed, 
the Parliament laſt Year voted 2038 l. for the 
publiſhing of them, and the Work is now in 
great Forwardneſs. And this I conſider as a 
very uſeful Favour, for which this Nation is in 
a conſiderable Degree indebted to the noble 
Lord who preſides at preſent among the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty. 


The reſt of the Work in ſearching for theſe 
Banks, and taking their Soundings at Sea, ought 
to be done by this Country, and may be accom- 
pliſhed at a very moderate Expence, either by 
one of the Revenue Cutters, or by a Veſſel hired 
for that Purpoſe; and I am certain there. will 
not be a Member in the next Parliament who 
will not readily allow the King's Letter, which 
I ſuppoſe may be obtained for defraying the 
Charges of ſuch an Undertaking. 


There 
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There is nothing further need be added on 
this Subject of the Cod Fiſhery, except ſome 
Computation of the Expence of carrying it on, 
on the Banks of Newfoundland, in order that 
Individuals may the better be informed how far 
they may engage in this Trade ſeparately, or in 
Companies. The Information I ſhall give juſt 
as I received the Anſwers to my Queries from 
fome eminent Merchants in Waterford. 


QUERIES relative to the Newfoundland 
Fiſheries, Feb. 1776. 


1ſt Qu. What are the beſt ſized Ships to be 
employed in the Fiſhing Trade on the Banks 


of Newfoundland ? 
Anſwer. Ships from 50 to 120 Tons. 


6 Qu. Is it moſt advantageous to buy ſuch 
Ships new or at ſecond Hand, and what may be 


the firſt Coſt and Charges on ſuch a Ship ? 


Anſwer. Either new or ſecond hand Veſſels, 


if ſtaunch and firm, will anſwer equally well for 
the Fiſhery. The new Veſſel completely fitted 
at gl. per Ton; the ſecond hand Veſſel at 77, 


per Ton. 


N. B. The Expences of Materials on a new 
and ſecond hand Veſſel will be equal. 


30 


r 

2d Qu. What the Fiſhing Tackle neceſſary 

for ſuch a Voyage, and their Coſts : Boats, Lines, 
Netis, Caſks, Harpoons, Salt, &c. &c.? 


* f1 8 . 2. : a 27 
Anſwer. For a Veſſel of 120 Tons Burthen 
2430. For a Veſſel of different Tonngga in Pro- 
Portion. 


FEET 


| ach Qu. What her Number of Boats? 
Anſwer. Banking \ Veſſels require 40 Nan 


th Qu. What the Number of Officers, Men, 
and Apprentices ;, the Names of their ſeveral 
Stations, and how employed; the' Manner of 
engaging them, their Wages, Share in the Ven- 
ture or Profits ; their Proviſions, for what time, 


what Quantities, and at what E uſually 
laid in, &c. ? 415 | l e 


Anſwer. Chief Officers ; Maſter at = per 


Month, Mate at 20ʃ. for the Seaſon, Salter at 


18]. for the Seaſon, five Fiſhermen at 20l. each 
for the Seaſon, three Apprentices for a Veſſel of 
the above Dimenſions, and fo in Proportion for 
ſmaller Veſſels, their Provitions at il. 105. per 
Month per Man. 


N. B. The Seaſon coniting of nine Months 


6th Qu. What are the Quantities of Fiſh and 
Oil that may be _— at a Medium each 


Year, 


= = 


Year, what the beſt Market for diſpoſing of 
fuch Commodities, and what the medium Prices, 
and whether they ſell for ready Money, or on 
n — what the uſual Time oven. 5 


knee: A Veſſel of 120 Tons frequently 
ere 1800 Quintals of Fiſh, of 1 12lb. to each 
Quintal. Three Tons of Oil at 200. per Ton, 
on an Average at Market. Spain, Portugal, and 
Italy, are the Markefs for the Fiſh, England and 
Ireland are the Markets for the Oil. Fifteen 
Shillings per Quintal on an Average for the Fiſh 
at Maker, generally paid by Bills of Exchange 
on Londen at two or three Months. | 


"How long i is a. Ship out on ſuch a 
bande e ach Seaſon, at what Time of the Year 
ſhould ſhe fail from Ireland, and what Employ- 
ment can ſhe be engaged in the reſt of the Year, 
and what, Advantages may ariſe from it. low 
are. the Stores, Caſks, Netts, &c. taken care » of 
in Winter, who is to attend to the care of them, 
and-whgt Store Houſes are requiſite, and what 
BY Expences « ars e hereby? ? 


ARüfcer. The Ship is is out nine Months, and 
commonly from the middle of March to the 
middle of April is ſpent in repairing for the 
enſuing Voyage after her Arrival from Market. 
With reſpe& to Caſtzs and Netts they are gene- 
af: ſp. little Value a the Fiſhing Seaſon, 

that 
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that they are left by the Maſter in Newfound- 
land in care of ſome Friend of his, until his next 
return. 


8th Qu. What may be 1 Annual Wear, 
Tare and Inſurance, 


Anſwer. 3000 for Wear, Tare and Inſurance. 


gth Qu. At what Places can Veſſels be built 
for ſuch Fiſheries, on the moſt reaſonable Terms. 


Anſwer, Dublin, Cork and Waterford. 


1oth Qu. How long, allowing for uſual wear, 
will a new well built Veſſel remain ſerviceable. 


Anſwer, Twenty Years with care. 


N. B. It is uſual for all thoſe that have Bank- 
ing Ships to keep a large employ on. the Shore 
Fiſhery, ſome 6, 8 and 10 Boats, each Boat em- 
ploys 7 Men, 4 of which are generally Seamen 
and Fiſhermen: We have likewiſe annually 
ſhipped from this Port (Waterford) for the New- 
foundland Fiſhery, about 2 500 Men, a fifth of 
which are generally Green Men, who were never 
at Sea before, and are diftributed among Ships 
and Boats, the Cloathing for whom we are obliged 
to have from wn. og 


I muſt confeſs theſe Anſwers, in ſome Particu- 
lars, are not quite as exact as I could have wiſhed 
E 2 them, 
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them, and upon the Trade in general I ſhould 
apprehend that it might be more advantageous 
to give the Officers and Sailors ſome Proportion 
in the Venture, than to let their entire Pay be in 
Money ; ſuch I apprehend is the Practice with 
the Dutch in all their Fiſheries, and ſuch is ours 
alſo in the Whale and Herring Fiſheries, and it 
always contributes to make the Men more amen- - 
able, more induſtrious and enterpriſing, when 
they are theinſelves to be benefited thereby. 


The ſecond great Branch of the Fiſheries is 
that for Herrings, of which I ſhall ſay the leſs, 
becauſe abundance may be found upon that Sub- 
ject in the Political Maxims of DeWitt, in an ex- 
cellent Eſſay on Fiſheries, by Tobias Gentleman, 
and which is publiſhed in the Harleian Miſcelan- ; 
ies, in the 6th Book of Sir William Monſon's 
Naval Travels, which are publiſhed in the 3d 
Volume of Churchill's Voyages, in Dod's Natu- 
ral Hiſtory of the Herring, and ſome Tracts of 
the late Mr. Lockman, and the 1ſt Vol. of the 
benevolent and learned Doctor Campbell's Poli- 
tical Survey of Great Britain, p. 197. where he 
Treats of the Herring Fiſheries of Scotland, 


Since the firſt Eſtabliſhment of this Fiſhery 
the Dutch have enjoyed the principal part | 
of it; to this they ſtand indebted for their 
F reedom, having thereby . been enabled to 
contend ſucceſsfully with the richeſt Mo- 
narch and moſt powerful Nation in Europe, 


and 


x 


and not only to defend themſelves, but du- 
ring the courſe of a long War to beautify their 


Country, fortify their Cities, eftabliſh a powerful - 


Marine, and fix Colonies in the moſt diſtant Parts 
of the World, and in the midſt of all theſe Ex- 


pences to encreaſe daily in Wealth and Splen- 


dor, and therefore it is not without reaſon that 
by order of the States it is inſerted in the daily 
Prayers offered up in their Churches, that God 


- would be graciouſly pleaſed to bleſs their Land, 


and to preſerve to them the great and ſmall 
Fiſheries. 


Sir William Monſon ſays, that in his Time 

this Fiſhery employed 2000 Ships, and other 
Writers have computed that it produces to them 
23,300,000/. The French too have bnzfited them- 
| ſelves exceedingly by this Trade, without which 
their Marine would probably have dwindled a- 
way to nothing, and yet theſe Nations are obliged 
to ſeek their Fiſh on our Coaſts by a long and 
expenſive Navigation in large Ships, while Pro- 
vidence bringing them even to our Doors, it 
might be expected we ſhould be able to take 


them at a much leſs Expence by Boats, and 


Cure them more perfectly on our Shores; and 
yet his Majeſty's Subjects have not yet been able 
to eſtabliſh this Fiſhery effectually, probably 


from the Poverty and Neglect of the North- 


Weſtern Parts of Scotland and Ireland, to both 
of which Countries there every Year comes as 


great 


11 


great an Abundance of Herrings, as to any 


Part of the World, while the wretched Inhabi- 


tants have never a Stock of Salt ſufficient to ſave 
even what they can catch, nor a ſufficient Num- 
ber of Barrels to pack them in. 


Were ſuch provided, and a proper Spitit raiſed, 


and Capitals brought into this Trade, I am con- 


fident we might be furniſhed with every Article 
neceſſary for carrying it on much cheaper than 
the Hollanders, all their Markets would be open 


to us, and at the ſame time, from ſome of our 


moſt valuable ones in the Weſt-Indies, they ar 


excluded. | 


The Act of the 1 5th of his preſent Majeſty, 


has not given any new Encouragement to this 


Fiſhery, partly becauſe many of the Reſtraints 
on it had been before removed, partly becauſe the 
allowing the Exportation of Iriſh Herrings into 


England, might interfere with their Salt Duties 


there, and partly on account of a jealouſy con- 


ceived againſt us by the Scotch, on account of 


our allowing the Importation of Swediſh Her- 
rings, and afterwards re-exporting them to Fo- 
reign Markets, for which Reaſon they have 
refuſed us the Liberty of Fiſhing within their 
Headlands, and of uſeing their waſte Shores in 
ſuch Manner as theſe Privileges are granted to 
the Engliſh by the Act of his preſent Majeſty, 
for the drying our Netts and cureing our Fiſh, 

| although 
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although we in return would very readily have 
given them the like Liberty within our Head- 


lands and on our waſte Shores. With reſpect to 


the firſt of theſe Reſtraints, it is of the leſs Con- 
ſequence, as the Market of England for Her- 
rings for home Conſumption, is know to be one 
of the worſt in Europe; and with reſpect to the 
other, I cannot help ſaying I think the Scotch 
have ſome reaſon to complain of this Importa- 
tion, which is at once injurious to theirs and our 
own Fiſhery, and therefore I take this Opportu- 
nity of declaring, that I will in the Beginning; 
of the next Seſſion of Parliament, move for the 


Prohibition of the Importation of all Foreign 


Herrings into this Kingdom, or for a Duty on 
them, amounting nearly to a Prohibition ; and 
I make this public Declaration of my Inten- 
tions, that thoſe who at preſent are concerned in 
ſuch Importations may have Time to look out 
for ſome Market in this or her Siſter Kingdom, 
at which they may compleat their Aſſortments, 
and I ſhall be extremely happy if this Warning 
may lead them to what will be moſt beneficial 
to them, the beſt Encouragement of our own 
Herring Fiſhery, and to a ſufficient Attention 
that the Fiſh ſhall be honeſtly and ſkilfully made 

up there. If after this the Scotch ſhould then 
refuſe us the uſe of their Shores, yet they will 
at leaſt not deny us the ſame, Privileges they 
give the Dutch, and Experience has ſhown that 


even this may be ſufficient for the Induſtrious, 


it 
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it may perhaps be even more advantageous to 
us, as then all the Proviſions, Cooperage, Salt, 
&c. muſt be ſupplied by Ireland, a Part of which 


_ otherwiſe would be obtained from Scotland; nay 


poſſibly it would tend to eſtabliſh Manufactories 


and Ware-Houſes in the North of Ireland, for 


Fiſhing Tackle, Cordage, and Salt of all kind, 
to which the Inhabitants of the Weſtern Iſlands 
of Scotland would reſort, and give their Fiſh 
green in lieu of theſe Articles. And indeed if a 
proper Station for our Fiſhery was eſtabliſhed in 
the North of Ireland, as Part of that Coaſt is 
within a few Hours fail of the Weſtern Iſlands ; 
by having ſmall Veſſels going continually be- 


tween them, our own Fiſhing Veſſels, and the 


- Ware-Houſes in Ireland to purchaſe the freſh 


Fiſh and cure it at home, any Number of Car- 
goes might be procured for Foreign Markets ; 
and as the Lent Market in the Roman Catholic 
Countries is nearly over before the Newfoundland 
Fiſhery begins, or the Ports of Holland are well 
cleared from Ice; theſe are at preſent ſup- 
plied with Fiſh taken in the preceding Year, but 
this Iriſh Market might be fo conducted as fre- 


_ quently to have Cargoes newly ſaved, and early 


enough to overtake the Lent Market, in which 
event they would always be certain of the high- 
eſt Price. 


N. B. For theſe laſt Hints I am obliged to a 
Paper lately publiſhed by Mr.Rouquiere Cannon. 


By 
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By the ſaid Act of the 2d of his preſent Majeſ- 
ty, the Veſlels employed in this Fiſhery are inti- 
tled to a Bounty of 20 Shillings a Ton every 
Year, and there is a Premium for every Barrel of 
white Herrings of 2 Shillings. I ſhall conclude 
this Article with ſome Extracts of the State of 
the Fiſhery on the Coaſt of Donegal, lately 
communicated to me by an ingenious Friend. 
The Roſſes Herring Fiſhery is the only conſider- 
able one on the Coaſt of this Kingdom; there 
are every Year from 30 to 100 Sail of Ships of 
different Sizes aſſembled there upon the Fiſhery, 
with their Boats and Complement of Men to in- 
title them to the Bounty ; theſe Ships on an Ave- 
rage are about 30 Ton, and have 1 Man for eve- 
ry 8 Tons beſides thoſe employed in the Boats. 
The Coſt of Building and fitting out a Veſſel of 
50 Tons, decked, rigged, manned, and complete 
for Sea, ſo as to be 1110 to the Bounty, is 
about 3001. 


Excluſive of the Boats belonging to theſe 
Ships, there are about 200 belonging to the Peo- 
ple of the Country from Ballyſhannon to Tet- 
land Head employed in the Summer and Win- 
ter Fiſheries, and as many more belonging to 
Boylagh and the Rofles ; every Boat has 5 Men, 
and many of them 6 : It is not eaſy to aſcertain 
the Quantity of Fiſh taken by each Boat in the 
Seaſon, but it is ſuppoſed to be about 80,000 one 
Boat with another, and one Year with another 


n F there 


g 
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there is always Plenty of Herrings and Cod upon 
different Parts of this Coaſt in their different 
Seaſons : The Price of Herrings in general is, 
from 4d. to 13d. per Hundred; Cod from 25. to 
45. the Dozen; large Glaſſen from 25. to 25. 6d. 
per Dozen; Whiteing from 34. to 64. per Dozen; 
there are alſo ſome Whales and Sun Fiſh on the 
Coaſt. The Seaſon for Whales and Sun Fiſh bes 
gins in March and ends about the 1oth of May, 
if the Weathet be warm. The Herring 

| Fiſhery begins at Enver the latter End of July, 
and ends about the latter End of October, about 
which Time the Herring Fiſhery begins at Killy- 
begs, M*Swines Bay, Tetland Head, Boylagh, 
and Roſſes, and continues in general on ſome 
Part of the Coaſt till the Beginning of January. 
Cod and Glaſſen are to be got at all Seaſons 
of the Year when the Weather permits; in 
Winter in all the Creeks and Bays where the 
Herrings are, and in Summer off Tetland Head 
and Roſſes on the Banks. 


A Fiſhing Boat about 19 Feet long in the 
Keel, and / Feet on the Beam, which is about 
the uſual Size, and ſuppoſed to anſwer beſt for 
Fiſhing on that Coaſt, when properly fitted out 
with Oars, Sails, Cable, and Anchor, &c, will 
coſt about 187. and her Nets and every Kind of 
Ropes, Boyes, Cork, Wood, &c. will coſt about 
191. Salt is generally fold from 30. 55. to 1. 10s. 


per 
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per Ton, but there is a great want of ſufficient 
Salt Works. 2 
The Fiſhers on this Coaſt ſhare their Fiſh in 
the following Manner; there is in each Boat 5 
Men, and many of them have 6, and always as 
many Netts as Men, every Man's Share and 
Netts Share is alike, the Boat has always as much 
as a Man and Nett, the Owner of her paying 
out of her Share a ſmall Portion according to a- 
greement, to the Man who takes care of her, and 
who is ſuppoſed to be a ſkilful Fiſher, and com- 
mands all the Hands. | 


What a Field for Clients and Wealth is 


here, and how much neglected? How worthy 
of the Cultivation of every Fatriot ? 


Theſe E were made in 1777, 
and I have the Pleaſure to find that fince 
that Time theſe Fi ſheries have conſiderably in- 
creaſed. 


There now remains but one Branch of this Sub- 


ject to be explained, that is, the Oil or Whale 


Fiſhery, and this when I conſider the Extent of 
the Demand, the Vicinity of the Market, the En- 
eouragements lately given, the fituation of this 
Country, and the peculiar Circumſtances of the 
preſent Times, I am inclined to think, may be 
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carried on by us as eafily and perhaps with as 
much Profit as either of the others. 


The Northern Whale Fiſhery was firſt diſco- 
vered by the Engliſh in the Reign of Elizabeth, 
in their Voyages to diſcover a North Eaſtern or 
North Weſtern Paſſage, and ſeems to have been 
enjoyed by them without any Rivals, from the 
Year 1598 to the Year 1612, when the Dutch 
and other Nations became their Competitors, the 
Engliſh nevertheleſs retained a conſiderable Share 
of it, till their Merchants being interrupted and 
diſcouraged by the Civil Wars, this Trade be- 
came entirely abandoned, and tho' Acts of Par- 
liament were made with an intent to revive it, in 
the Reigns of Charles the Second, King William, 
and Queen Ann, and tho Attempts were made 
from Time to Time for that Purpoſe, yet they 
all proved unſucceſsful, and the Engliſh were 
ſupplyed with both the Oil and Whale Bone by 
the Dutch, ſo that from the Year 1696, to the 
Reign of George the Firſt, there do not appear 
to have been any Engliſh Ships employed there- 
in ; but about that Time Sir John Eyles, who 
was a leading Man in the South Sea Company, 
being deſirous of engaging that Corporation in 
the Greenland Trade, employed one Mr. Henry 
Elking, to lay before the Public an Account 
of that Trade, and that Gentleman ſhewed 
in a very clear and maſterly Manner, how the 


Whale Fiſhery was and ought to be performed, 
from 


rr 


from the firſt outſet to the return of the Ships, 
by whom the Fiſhery was at that Time chiefly 
carried on, v1z. by the Hollanders, Hamburghers, 
and Bremeners, and how much it appeared to 
be to their Advantage, He recapitulated what 
happened in the Infancy of the Greenland Trade, 
how the Engliſh were firſt in it, how they loſt it, 
and what were the Cauſes that all their Attempts 
to retrieve it had been unſucceſsful, and he 
finally proved that England was able to carry on 
the Trade to more Advantage than any other 
Nation, and anſwered all Objections to the 
contrary. 


Yet this Work of Mr. Elkings did not imme- 
diately produce its Effect, it was not till the 
12th of George the firſt that Duties were taken 
off of our own Oil and Whale Bone; in the 5th 
of George II. that Act was rendered more effec- 
tual, 


The 6th of George the ſecond recites, that 
the ſaid Encouragements had been by many 
Years found inſufficient for the regaining of this 
beneficial Trade, which was at preſent in great 
Danger of being entirely loſt, and large Quan- 
tities of Oil and Whale Finns were at great Ex- 
pence bought of Foreigners, and annually im- 
ported into Great Britain, and therefore that Act 
for the firſt Time gave the Bounty of Twenty 
Shillings per Ton on Ships employed in that 


Fiſhery ; 
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Fifhery ; but that Bounty too was found inſuffi- 


cient, and it was not until the Year 1749, that 
the Bounty was encreaſed to Forty Shillings a 


Ton, and it was not until that Time that the 


Whale Fiſhery was effectually eſtabliſhed, ſince 
which Time, that is in little more than 20 Years, 
and in Conſequence of thoſe Encouragements, it 
has grown to its preſent Height, and is now of 
a Magnitude which aftoniſhes all Mankind. 


I mention theſe Particulars, in the firſt Place, 
to ſhew how uſeful Eflays of this Nature may 
ſome times be to the Public, by turning Mens 
Thoughts to Objects beneficial to their Country; 
by pointing out the rational Methods of purſu- 
ing thoſe Objects, and by removing thoſe diſcou- 


raging Fears which too often in Life are the re- 


ſult of Ignorance; in the next Place, as a Proof 
how effectually well applied Bounties may ope- 
rate, and laſtly, as they furniſh a rare Inſtance 
of a Trade enjoyed by a Country, torn away 
from it by its Rivals, totally abandoned for a 
great Number of Years, and again recovered by 
its former Poſſeſſors, and rendered more ſucceſs- 
ful and extenſive than ever. I do not recollect 
to have met any Thing fimilar to this (effected 
without Force) in the whole Hiſtory of Com- 


merce. 


To 


1 


To ſhew the Extent and Value of this Trade, 
I ſhall copy from Mr, Elkin the Account he has 
publiſhed of it, which is, that the Dutch from 
the Year 1675 to the Year 1721, ſent out 6834 
Ships upon the Greenland Fiſhery, that theſe 
caught 32908 Whales, manufactured 1,250714 
Puncheons of Train Oil, and brought home 
about 40,000000lb. of Whale Finns, the Value 
of which amounted to 1 50,000000 of Guilders, 
or about ¶ 14,000000 of Pounds Sterling. 


Beſides which he ſays, the Hamburghers an- 


nually ſent out about 530 Ships, with which in 
the above Period of 46 Years, they had caught 
about 10000. Whales, that the Bremeners had 
ſent out annually about 20 Ships, and that from 
the Ports of Bayonne in France, St. Jean de Luz 
and St. Sebaſtian in Spain, and from Bergen in 
Norway, taken all together, there were about 
20 more annually ſent. 


At that Time he computes Great Britain and 
Ireland paid annually to Holland { 100,000 for 
Whale Bone only, and had done ſo for many 
Years, and had paid alſo many Millions for Oil 
ſince the Interruption of her own Fiſhery; how 
much this Conſumption of Britain has increaſed 
ſince, will be beſt ſeen from Accounts laid be- 
fore their Parliament in Feb. 1975, by which it 
appears that there was imported into that Part 


of 
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of Great Britain called England, from Chriſtmas 
1772 to Chriſtmas 177 3, the TY Quanti- 


ties of Fiſh ow. 


| Ts. Hs. Bs 
From Ireland — 9 1 3 
Canada 3 394 
Carolina — 2 
Hudſon's Bay — 87 
New England — 2025 
Newfoundland — 4051 
New York — 83 
Nova Scotia — 9 
6649 3 3 
And by another Account laid before 
Parliament about the ſame Time, 
tit appears that in the Year ending 
_ . Chriſtmas 17174, there was im- 
ported from Greenland 
Blubber 4821 


br — 


Tons 11470 3 3 


And it would be very eaſy to ſhew that this 
Conſumption will probably continue to increaſe 
very conſiderably. 


The Importation of Foreign Fiſh Oil into Ire- 
land, on a Medium may be computed at about 
85000 Gallons, but if we could be ſupplied from 


our 
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our own Fiſhery, and the Price reduced, there is 
no Doubt that the Conſumption would encreaſe, 
eſpecially in making Soap for our Staple Manu- 
facture, and in Lamps for the Manufacturers, 
and thereby we ſhould be enabled to export a 
greater Quantity of Tallow to England. 


When the Greenland Fiſhery was begun, the 

Whales never having been diſturbed, were taken 

in great Numbers neat the Shore and in the 
Bays, but when they found themſelves moleſt- 

ed by the Ships and Boats, and their Numbers 

conſiderably leſfened, they fled for Refuge 

among the floating Ice in the Main Sea, and 

thither this Fiſhery is now entirely transferred, — 

though at a much greater Expence and Hazard 

than heretofore, it being neceſſary now to dou- 

ble the Ship at the Bow, to reſiſt the Shocks of 

the Ice, and to carry a greater Quantity of Caſk 

for the Blubber. As the Whales from Time to 1 

Time have grown ſcarce, the Engliſh Fiſhers . 
have extended their Search to Hudſon's Bay, ict 
Davis's Streights, the Labrador Coaſt, the Mouth 
of the St. Lawrence, Newfoundland, and a 
great Part of the Coaft of North America, tho' 
in ſome of theſe Places more Oil has been ob- 
tained from Seals, Sea Cows, and other Creatures 
Hving in the Sea, than from Whales —The Li- 
berality of Government has gone hand in hand | 9 
with the Induſtry of the Merchants, extending 
its Encouragement to all theſe different Seats of 
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the Fiſhery. On the Coaſts of Ireland alſo 
Whales were found, but thither theſe Bounties 
did not extend, nor to theſe newly eſtabliſhed 
Fiſheries ſouthward of all theſe I have mention- 
ed; and with reſpect to theſe latter ones, (of 
which I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak more fully) 
merely becauſe they have been ſo recently re- 
ſorted to by our Seamen, that an Opportunity 
has been ſcarcely given of ſtating their Merits ; 
with regard to their Exiſtence it has been longer 
known, for Sir William Monſon above roo Years 
ago, in the 6th Book of his Naval Tracts, takes 
Notice of them.—— His Words are :— The 
European Shores have the leaſt Number of 
„ Whales, which I impute to Shoal Water, be- 
<* cauſe the greateſt Quantity known there are 
e about the Bay of Biſcay, from which Place we 
e were inſtructed in our Whale Fiſhery when 
“e began it in Greenland.“ 


Beſides the great Number of Whales thit 
made their Habitation in the North Seas; (and 
the further Northward the greater Store,) there 
are Abundance of them upon the Coaſt of Bra- 
zill, the Weſt Indies and Guinea, which may 
the better appear by the Indians Conceit, who 
thought the firſt Ships they ſaw, when the Spa- 
niards came thither upon the S had been 
Whales. 


Upon 


= 

Upon the Coaſt of Brazill there are ſuch A- 
bundance, that if the Portugueſe who dwelt 
there would employ themſelves in killing them, 
it would prove a commodious Thing, but I con- 
ceive the Reaſon they put it not in Practice, is 
the Maſs of Gain they make by their Wood and 
Sugars, holding the other not worth their La- 
bour, and having no vent for it but in Portugal. 


By this you may perceive the Pains and Induſ- 
try of Men, and the Difference betwixt Men 


and Nations, for if the Hollanders were planted 


in Brazill, and had the Benefit of the Whale the 
others have, they would, and might very-well, 
with the Cheapneſs of Freight, ſerve Europe with 
their Train Oil from thence; for I remember 
that two Ships of Holland went to Saldanuas 
Bay, as far as the Cape of Good Hope, to kill 
Whale, (for upon that Coaſt there are Abund- 
| ance) but it happened that one of the two Ships 
were there wrecked, which perhaps might diſ- 
courage further Proceedings upon that Voyage. 


But if we conſider the Induſtry of the Hol- 
landers, and compare 1t with the Sloth of the 
Portugueſe, that the Hollanders went 2000 


Leagues to lade themſelves with Train Oil, when 2 — 


the Portugueſe might have done the like at their 
own Home and rejected it, we muſt conſequent- 
ly attribute as great Praiſe to the one, as we may 
Blame and Sloth to the other. 

G 2 The 
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The Whales upon theſe Southern Coaſts are 
more dangerous than in the Northern, tho' the 
Northern be the bigger, but not ſo nimble with 
the Tail, which is the Peril of the Whale, for if 
a Boat come a-head of her ſhe cannot do much 
Miſchief but in riſing from the Bottom. 


It is Time now to conſider the Whale Fiſhery 
of Ireland, the Diſcouragements it lay under 


formerly, and the Encouragements it has lately 
received. 


I have formerly mentioned that this Fiſhery was 
conſidered as falling under the Title in the Book 
of Rates of Foreign Fiſhery, and that the Duties 
amounted to a Prohibition. Upon Oil there 
were no leſs than 15]. 16s. per Ton neat Duty, 
upon Whale Bone it was more exorbitant, a- 
mounting to no leſs than 500 25. per Ton. 


The Engliſn Acts by which theſe Duties are 
impoſed are theſe : — 


. Train Oil. 
8 11 © 25 Car. 2. c. 7.8.1. 
"it, BS gandio Wm. III. c. 23. 
O 15 10 2 and 3 Ann. c. 9. s. 1. 
L £5 - 3 and 4 Ann. c. 5. s. 1. 
2 10 0 21 Geo. II. c. 2. 
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15 16 "0 per Ton. 
| Whale 
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Whale Finns foreign Fiſhing. 
. 
175 1 8 25 Car. 2. c. J. s. 1. 
4 15 © g and 10 Wm. III. c. 22. 
52 10 0 9 and 10 Wm. III. C. 45. 8. g. 
111 8 2 and 3 Ann. c. 5. s. 1. 
2 3 4 3 and 4 Ann. c. g. 8. I. 
5 0 0 21 Geo. Il. c. 2. | 
84 PR per Ton, 


And in the mean Time Great . 


gave con- 


ſiderable Bounties to her own Fiſheries, which 
among Competitors in Trade are found juſt ſo 
far as they are Encouragements to one to be Diſ- 
couragements to the other, and therefore it is 
not at all extraordinary that the People of Irc- 
land have never yet fitted out one ſingle Ship 
upon the Whale Fiſnery. With reſpect to the 
Whale Fiſhery upon her own Coaſt, Ireland had 


given Encouragement by the Stat. 3 G. III. c. 24. 


twenty Shillings per Ton every Year to the Ships 
employed in the Fiſhery, and for every Ton of 
Oil extracted from Whales on the Coaſt and 
manufactured in the Kingdom, JI. 3 0 0 

For every Ton of Oil extracted 
from other Fiſn and here manu- 
fackured, — 

For every 13 Weight of 
Whale Finns, commonly called 
Whale Bone, taken on the Coaſt 
and manufactured here, — I. 4 o o 
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And certainly theſe Encouragements would have 

been ſufficient if the Trade had been ſufficiently 
underſtood, and proper Markets for the Produce 
of it opened, and I do believe will hence for- 
ward produce their full Effect, as yet they have 
only excited a few feeble Attempts which quick- 
ly dwindled into nothing ; for it is the Nature 
of Trade when all its leading Branches are lopp'd 
off, to make no longer any vigorous Shoot, but 
to become ſtunted throughout, and tend to ge- 


neral Decay. 


This Subject however, ſo far as it affected 
Ireland, was not properly underſtood in Great 
Britain until the latter End of the Year 1774, 
or the Beginning of the Year 1775, and as ſoon 
as it was underſtood, an effectual Remedy was 
provided by the Act of 15 G. III. which I have 
already ſo often had occaſion to take notice of. 


By the gth Sec. of that Act, a Liberty is given 
of importing into Great Britain Duty free, all 
ſuch Oil or Blubber of Fiſn or other Creatures 
living in the Sea, or Whale Finns, as ſhall be 
taken in any Part of the Ocean by, and import- 
ed in any Ship or Veſſel truely or properly be- 
longing to his Majeſty's Subjects of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, or the Iſlands of Guernſey, 
Jerſey, or Man, any Law, Cuſtom, or Uſage to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. 


The 
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The 21ſt, 22d, 23d Sect. are of ſo much 
Importance that I think it may be uſeful to give 
them in the very Words of the Act. And 
whereas the Bounties given by an Act of Par- 
liament made in the 11th Year of the Reign 
of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, an Act for the 
better Support and Eſtabliſhment of the Green- 
land and Whale Fiſheries, have been found of 
great Advantage to the Navigation Trade and 
Manufactures of this Kingdom, and it is juſt and 
expedient that the like Bounties which are grant- 
ed by that Act to Ships fitted out from Great 
Britain or any of his Majeſty's Dominions in 
America for thoſe Fiſheries, ſhould in like man- 
ner be granted to Ships fitted out for that Pur- 
poſe from the Kingdom of Ireland, be it there- 


fore enacted that from and after the 25th of 


December 1775, the reſpective Bounties herein 
after mentioned, ſhall be allowed for every Ship 
or Veſſel Britiſh built, and owned by his Ma- 


jeſty's Subjects of Ireland, and whereof the Maſ- 


ter or Captain, and at leaſt one third of the Ma- 
riners are his Majeſty's Subjects of Great Britain 
or Ireland, which ſhall proceed from any Port in 
the ſaid Kingdom of Ireland, within the Time 
limited by this Act, on the Whale Fiſhery, to 
the Greenland Seas, or Davis's Streights, and the 
adjacent Seas, under the ſeveral Rules and Re- 
ſtrictions herein after expreſſed, that is to ſay, 
every ſuch Ship or Veſſel before ſhe proceeds. on 
ſuch Voyage ſhall be viſited by the proper Officer 


Or 
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And certainly theſe Encouragements would have 

been ſufficient if the Trade had been ſufficiently 
underſtood, and proper Markets for the Produce 
of it opened, and I do believe will hence for- 
ward produce their full Effect, as yet they have 
only excited a few feeble Attempts which quick- 
ly dwindled into nothing ; ; for it is the Nature 
of Trade when all its leading Branches are lopp'd 
off, to make no longer any vigorous Shoot, but 
to become ſtunted throughout, and tend to ge- 


neral Decay. 


This Subject however, ſo far as it affected 
Ireland, was not properly underſtood in Great 


Britain until the latter End of the Year 1774, 
-or the Beginning of the Year 1775, and as ſoon 


as it was underſtood, an effectual Remedy was 


provided by the Act of 15 G. III. which I have 
already ſo often had occaſion to take notice of. 


By the gth Sec. of that Act, a Liberty is given 
of importing into Great Britain Duty free, all 
ſuch Oil or Blubber of Fiſh or other Creatures 
living in the Sea, or Whale Finns, as ſhall be 
taken in any Part of the Ocean by; and import- 
ed in any Ship or Veſſel truely or properly be- 
longing to his Majeſty's Subjects of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, or the Iſlands of Guernſey, 
Jerſey, or Man, any Law, Cuſtom, or Ulage to 
the contrary notwithſtanding. 


The 
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be 21ſt, 22d, 23d Sect. are of ſo much 
Importance that I think it may be uſeful to give 
them in the very Words of the Act. And 
whereas the Bounties given by an Act of Par- 
liament made in the 11th Year of the Reign 
of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, an Act for the 
better Support and Eſtabliſhment of the Green- 
land and Whale Fiſheries, have been found of 
great Advantage to the Navigation Trade and 
Manufactures of this Kingdom, and it is juſt and 
expedient that the like Bounties which are grant- 
ed by that Act to Ships fitted out from Great 
Britain or any of his Majeſty's Dominions in 
America for thoſe Fiſheries, ſhould in like man- 
ner be granted to Ships fitted out for that Pur- 
poſe from the Kingdom of Ireland, be it there- 
fore enacted that from and after the 25th of 
December 1775, the reſpective Bounties herein 
after mentioned, ſhall be allowed for every Ship 
or Veſſel Britiſh built, and owned by his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects of Ireland, and whereof the Maſ- 
ter or Captain, and at leaſt one third of the Ma- 
riners are his Majeſty's Subjects of Great Britain 
or Ireland, which ſhall proceed from any Port in 
the ſaid Kingdom of Ireland, within the Time 
limited by this Act, on the Whale Fiſhery, to 
the Greenland Seas, or Davis's Streights, and the 
adjacent Seas, under the ſeveral Rules and Re- 
ſtrictions herein after expreſſed, that is to ſay, 
every ſuch Ship or Veſſel before ſhe proceeds. on 
ſuch Voyage ſhall be viſited by the proper Officer 


or 
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or Officers of the Cuſtoms belonging to ſuch 
Port, who ſhall examine into ſuch Ship or Veſſel 
and take an Account of the Tonnage thereof by 
Admeaſurement, and ſhall certify ſuch, his or 
their Viſitation, Examination, and Admeaſure- 
ment, to the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Re- 
venue in Ireland, and if it appears by the Certi 
ficate of ſuch Officer or Officers, that ſhe hath on 
board ſuch a Number of Men, Proviſions, Boats, 
Fiſhing Lines, and Inſtruments, to be uſed in fach 
Fiſhery as herein after are mention, that ſhe is 
ſtrongly built and otherwiſe a proper Ship for 
fuch Voyage and Fiſhery, and hath on board a- 
mong her Crew a ſufficient Number of Harpoo- 
ners, Steerſmen, and Line Managers, who have 
been before employed m ſuch Voyages, (the 
Names of ſuch Perſons to be contained in ſuch 
Certificate) and if it further appears by the Oath 
of one or more Owner or Owners, and of the Maſ- 
ter or chief Officer of ſuch Stip, written at the 
Foot of ſuch Certificates, and made before the Col- 
ietor or Comptroller of ſuch Port, (who are here- 
by imponered and required to Adminifter the 
fame) that it is really and truely their firm Pur- 
poſe and detenmined Reſolution, that ſuch Ship 
fhall as foon as Licence ſhalt be granted; forth- 
with proceed fo manned, furniſhed, and accou- 
tred, on a Voyage to the Greenland Seas or Da- 
vis's Streights, or the Seas adjacent, and there in 
the then approaching Seafon to uſe the utmoſt 
Endeavours of themſelves and their Ships Com- 


pany, 
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pany, to take Whales or other Creatures living 
in the Sea, and-on no other Deſign or View of 
Profit in ſuch Voyage, and to 1 4 the Whale 
Fins, Oil, and Blubber thereof, into the Kingdom 
of Great Britain, (naming the Port to which it 
is their Intention to return) and if the Maſter, 
after ſuch Certificate had and Oath taken, do alſo 
become bound with two fufficient Securities unto 
his Majeſty, his Heirs, and Succeſſors, in the Pe- 
nalty of ſuch Sum as ſhall be equal to treble the 
Bounty intended by this Act, (which Bond the 
ſaid Collector with the Approbation of the Comp- 
troller is hereby required to take, and is to be in 
Force for the Term of three Years againſt the 
Maſter and Sureties, for the faithful Dealings of 
the ſaid Maſter and Ship's Company in regard to 
the ſaid Ship and Voyage,) then, and in all ſuch 
Caſes, it ſhall and may be lawful for any three or 
more of the ſaid Commiſſioners of the Revenue 
in Ireland, for the Time being, on receiving ſuch 
Certificates and Oaths made, and it being certi- 
fied to them by the Collector and Comptroller of 
ſuch Port, that ſufficient Security hath been gi- 
ven as aforeſaid, to give and grant, and they are 
hereby required to give and grant to the Maſter 


and Owners of ſuch Ship, full Licence and Au- 


thority to proceed on ſuch Voyage as aforeſaid. 


And to prevent any Diſputes that may ariſe, 
whether a Ship be properly qualified and duly 
fitted out for the Whale —— according to 

H | the 
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the true intent and meaning of this Act, and in- 
titled to a Certificate thereof from the Cuſtom- 
Houſe Officers; it is hereby enacted, that every 
Ship of the Burthen of 200 Tons deſigned for 
this Fiſhery ſhall, and is hereby required to have 
on board, 40 Fiſhing Lines of 120 Fathom each, 
40 Harpoon Irons, 4 Boats with ſeven Men, in- 
cluding a Harpooner, a Steerſman, and a Line 
Manager to each Boat, making in the whole 28 
Men beſides the Maſter and Surgeon, with ſix 
Months Proviſion at the leaſt for ſuch Number 
of Men, and every Ship of larger Burthen an 
increaſe of 6 Men, 1 Boat, io ſuch Lines, and 10 
Harpoon Irons more for every 59 Tons above 
the ſaid 200 Tons, together with Proviſions in 
Proportion; and every Ship which ſhall be fo 
employed in the ſaid Fiſhery, ſhall have on board 
an Apprentice indentured for the Space of three 
Years at the leaſt, for every 50 Tons Burthen, 
who ſhall be accounted as one of the Number of 
Men required to be on board ſuch Ship as afore- 
ſaid. 


And be it further enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, that on the return of ſuch Ship to the 
Port to which the Maſter and Mate declared on 
Oath their Intention to return, the proper Officers 
of the Cuſtoms at ſuch Port ſhall immediately re- 
pair on board and view the Condition of ſuch 
Ship and her Lading and certify the ſame, toge- 
ther with their Obſervations thereon, as- alſo of 


the 
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the real Tonnage of ſuch Ship; and the ſaid 
Officers are alſo to take an Account or Schedule 
of the Names of the Maſter, Mate, or other Per- 
ſons on board, diſtinguiſhing therein the Har- 
pooners and Perſons more immediately employ- 
ed in the ſaid Fiſhery, and to certify the ſame, 
and the Maſter and Mate ſhall make Oath before 
the Collector and Comptroller, (who are hereby 
impowered and required to Adminiſter the ſame) 
on the Back of, or annexed to the Licence grant- 
ed as aforeſaid, which they are hereby then re- 
quired to give up, that they did in Purſuance 
thereof, mentioning the Day. of their Departure, 
proceed on a Voyage directly to the Places afore- 
ſaid, and have not ſince been on any other Voyage 
or purſued any other Deſign or View of Profit, 
and that they did there (mentioning the Time 
of their ſtay in thoſe Seas) uſe the utmoſt En- 
deavour of themſelves and their Ship's Company 
to take Whales and other Creatures living in thoſe 
Seas, (and that all the Whale Fins, Oil, and 
Blubber, if any) in ſuch Ship was really and 
bona fide caught and taken in the ſaid Seas by 
the Crew of ſuch Ship only, or with the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Crew of ſome other Ship duly Li- 
cenced, purſuant to the Directions of this Act, 
all which Schedule, Certificate, Licence, and 
Oath, ſhall be tranſmitted by the Collector and 
Comptrollers of ſuch Port, to the reſpective 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms for that Part of 
Great Britain where ſuch Ships ſhall arrive, and 


H 2 ſuch 
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ſuch Commiſſioners being duly ſatisfied of the 
faithful dealing of the Maſter and other Perſons 

employed in ſuch Ships with reſpect to ſuch 
Voyage and Fiſhery, ſhall on Demand cauſe Pay- 
ment to be made to the Mafter or Owners, or to 
his or their Aſſigns, by the Receiver General of 
the Cuſtoms for that Part of Great Britain where 
ſuch Ship ſhall arrive, the Bounty or Premium 


following, according to the Admeaſurement of 


ſuch Ship duly certified as aforeſaid, that is to 
ſay, for every ſuch Ship as ſhall proceed on the 
ſaid Fiſhery, from the 25th Day of December 
1775, to the 25th of December 14196, the Sum 
of 405. per Ton, and for every ſuch Ship as ſhall 
proceed on the faid Fiſhery, from the 25th of 
December 1776, to the 25th of December 1781, 
the Sum of gos. per Ton, and for every ſuch 
Ship as ſhall: proceed on the ſaid Fiſhery, from 
the 25th of December 1787, to the 25th of De- 


cember 1786, the Sum of 205. per Ton. 


Provided always that no Perſon or Perſons 
ſhall be allowed or intitled to receive the Bounty 
herein before granted, for any Ship which ſhall 
proceed on the ſaid Whale Fiſhery after the 25th 
of December 1775, unleſs ſuch Ship ſhall fail 
from the Port where ſhe ſhall be ſurveyed and 
cleared directly on her intended Fiſhery, on or 
before the roth of April in each and every Year, 
and ſhall continue with her Crew in the Green- 


land Seas or Davis's Streights, or the adjacent 


Seas, 
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Seas, diligently endeavouring to catch Whales or 
other Creatures living in thoſe Seas, and ſhall not 
depart from thence before the 1oth of Auguſt 
then following, unleſs ſuch Ship ſhall be laden 
with the Blubber and Fins of one Whale caught 

by the Crew thereof, or with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Crew of ſome other Licenced Ship before that- 
Time, or ſhall be forced by ſome unavoidable 
Accident or Neceſſity to depart ſooner from thoſe 
Seas, which Accident and Neceſſity ſhall be veri- 
fied on the Oaths of the Maſter and Mate be- 
longing to ſuch Ship, upon her return from the 
ſaid Fiſhery, before the Collector and Com ptroller 
of the Cuſtoms at the Port where ſhe ſhall arrive, 
who ſhall tranſmit the fame, together with the 
Schedule, Licence, and other Documents by this 
Act required, to the reſpective Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms for that Part of Great Britain where 
ſhe ſhall arrive. 


By the 27th Clauſe of the AR, Ships under 
200 Ton are intitled to a Bounty proportionable 
to their Admeaſurement, and by the 2gth this 
Bounty as well as the Ship may be Inſured, ſo 
that the Owner may be certain of it, even in caſe 
of an unfortunate W 


The gd Sec. raloen up another Branch of this 
Fiſhery, and grants Bounties annually for 11 
Years to g; Veſſels employed in the Whale Fiſhery 
on the Coaſts of Newfoundland and the Seas ad- 

Jacent, 
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jacent, provided ſuch Ships be Britiſh built and 
owned by his Majeſty's Subjects reſiding in Great 
Britain, Ireland, Guernſey, Jerſey, or Man, and 
fitted out from ſome Port in Great Britain, Ire- 
land, Guernſey, Jerſey, or Man, after the firſt 
of January in every Year, and after that Day 
ſhall kill one Whale at leaſt in the Gulph of St. 
Laurence, or on the Coaſt of Labradore, New- 
foundland, or in any of the Seas to the South- 
ward of the Greenland Seas or Davis's Streights, 
and ſhall return in the ſame Year to ſome Port 
in England with the Oil of ſuch Whale. For 
the Veſſel which ſhall ſo arrive in each Year 
with the greateſt Quantity of Oil taken as 
aforeſaid, 500/. For the Veſſel fo arriving with 
the next greateſt Quantity, 400. For the next, 
300/. For the next, 200/. For the next, 100/. 
Such Bounties to be paid by the Receiver Gene- 
ral of the Cuſtoms within two Months after the 
Expiration of the Year. 


And doubt we ſtill to purſue this glorious Ob- 
ject ; when the greateſt Market in the World is 
thus laid open to us and to the People of Great 
Britain, and almoſt excluſively of the reſt of 
Mankind to us, when the greateſt Encourage- 
ments that were ever given to any Trade, are 


thus held out to us and invite us; when by In- 
ſurance the utmoſt Security is attained for us; 
when by our Situation we have ſuch natural Ad- 


vantages 
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vantages, in ſo much, that I have the Opinion of 
ſome eminent Merchants in London in this Trade, 
that we may often from our North-weſtern Ports, 
and by our being able to get to Sea readier than 
any other People, be able to make two Voyages 
to the Greenland Seas and return with two Car- 
goes in the ſame Year, the firſt the Produce of 
Seals, to be ſtored for ſome Time ſomewhere on 
our own Coaſt or on the Extremities of Scotland, 
and there to be refined, the other the Produce of 
Whales, after which the Ship may take both Car- 
goes to the London Market, and tho' perhaps 
ſome Doubt may ariſe how far this may fall with- 
in the Act I have recited, or be conſidered as Ac- 
cident or Neceſſity, yet as it is within the Spirit 
of the Bounties, if the Meaſure ſhould turn out 
practieable, there would be little Difficulty I ap- 


prehend to obtain a Clauſe which ſhould bring it 
within the Letter alſo. 


We have as our Neighbours, the moſt 


wealthy Nation anxious for the ſucceſs of theſe 
Schemes, and whoſe Money-Agents will always 


be ready to furniſh Capitals where there is a Proſ- 
pect of ſufficient Advantage; with whoſe Capi- 
tals new Trades are now creating in the Bottom 
of the Euxine and the Palus Meotis for Strangers; 
| whoſe Capitals eſtabliſhed the Whale Fiſheries 
for the New Englanders, and explored the Lon- 
don Coaſt in the Northern Extremity of Hud- 
ſon's Bay. In the laſt Accounts we have of an 


Attempt 
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Attempt made to diſcover a North Weſt Paſ- 
ſage a very few Years ago, we read of two Ships 
met in thoſe Seas endeavouring to eſtabliſh a new 
Fiſhery, which Ships were the Property of a great 
London Merchant, a Native of Ireland, Mr. 
Neſbit, whoſe Property lies in that very County 
of Donegal, from whence this Fiſhery can be 
carried on with moſt Advantage. Can we doubt 
the Aſſiſtance of ſuch Men, whether the Trade be 
carried on by fingle Adventurers or by joint 
Companies? Hitherto. {ſingle Adventurers have 
been found ſucceſsful; but Mr. Elking has ſhewn 
that 100 Ships may be managed with the ſame 
eaſe as ten, and their Stores effectually ſecured 
from Waſte and Embezzlement. 


When the Engliſh firſt nndertook this Buſineſs 
they were obliged to reſort to a deſolate and un- 
explored Sea, where an Ignorance of all Things 
often led to Diſappointments, unſucceſsful 
Voyages, and oftentimes to the abſolute Loſs 
of the Ship and Crew); their Harpoons and all 
other Accommodations were imperfect, and 
when they revived the Trade about 30 Years 
ago, they were obliged to bring their Com- 
manders, Harpooners, and Steerſmen from Jut- 
land, Holſtein, Norway, Bremen, and Holland, 
with much Difficulty and at exorbitant Wages, 
and yet againſt all theſe Difficulties they were 
ſucceſsful. For us every Thing is prepared, ex- 
perienced Maſters and Sailors are at hand, to 

whom 
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whom the whole Seas are known, every Imple- 
ment is brought to Perfection, and the London 
Merchant, if he chooſes to embark in this Trade, 


may fend his Clerk to the\utmoſt Extremity of 


Ireland in a Week, and have the whole Syſtem 
tranſacted under his own Direction, as effectually 


as if it was to be carried on from one of the out 
Ports of England. I 

As ] perſuade myſelf that the Enumeration of 
theſe Advantages may excite many to apply 
themſelves to this great Buſineſs, to ſuch I offer 
compleat Information of every Expence that may 
attend their undertaking, not drawn from Specu- 
lation and Eſtimate which too often deceive, but 
founded in the Experience of a Whale Fiſhing 
Company, who have carried on this Buſineſs for 
many Years in Scotland, with 3 Ships conftantly 
employed, and of whoſe Competency and Know- 
ledge I need give no other Teſtimony than that 
they divided up their capital Stock in the 
Year 1774, 20 per Cent. Profit, and i in the Year 
1775, 220. and a half, | 


This Account is taken rt on a Th Shi An 
on a ſmaller one, and then on the three Ships ac- 
tually employed by this Company. | 


| Firſt, The beſt Ship for the n Seas is 
ſuppoſed to be a Ship of 349 Ton, with 6 Boats, 
6 Harpooners, 6 Boat Steerers, 6 Line Managers, 
| I with 
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with the Captain, Doctor, and other Officers, 
46 Men in the whole. A good ſecond-hand 
Ship fit for the Greenland Seas will coſt 2400). 
Fiſhing Stores, 800“. For Proviſions, the Offi- 
cers Hand Money, River Pay, Month advance, 
Wages and other Neceſſaries for the Voyage 1000ʃ. 


The Coſt of the Ship, + 2400 
Fiſhing Stores, &c. — 800 
Hand Money, Wages, &c. 1000 

L. 4200 


> Eſtimate of the Coſt and Charges in fit- 
ting. with Fiſhing Stores, a Ship of about 230 
Tons for Greenland. - 
The Ship (ſuppoſe a good one) doubled J. 5. 

and made fit, with Rigging, &c. 1200 


4 Boats at 17. 10s. each, 30 
40 Whale Lines at g/.each, - 120 
40 Lances at 3s. 6d. each, - 7 
40 Harpoons at 6s. each, - 1. 12 


The Saws, Anchors, Axes, and ſundry 
other Articles of Smith's Work, 


Knives, &c. — - 30 
150 Butts at 258. each, - 187 10 
Beer Caſks and other ſmall Caſks, _ 30 


Oars for Boats, Ice Poles, Harpoon and 
Lance Stocks, large Blocks for Boats, 
Tackle, Canting Blocks, Ropes, &c. 28 
33 the foregoing to be ne ß. 


- 484 10 


Poviſions 


\ 
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Proviſions for 8 Monts. *% 

Beef including the Time of fitting, L. 120 # 
Baker for Bread, e *. 2 01 n 3 
Brewer, - - 26 4 
Butter, Cheeſe, Grdeeries, - 14 
Spirits and Wine, n 13 
Potatoes and Fiſh, 5 - 7 

. | 


River Pay and a Months Wages advance, 
including Hand Money to-the Captain 


and 3 Harpooners = 110 
2 2042 10 
30 Men at 8 Pence a Day each, for 8 Months, | 
is 240ʃ. 1 


By Law a Ship of 200 Tons and upwards 
muſt have 4 Boats, to every Boat 6 Men and an 
Apprentice, beſides the Captain and Surgeon; a 
Ship of 249 Ton the ſame, but a Ship of 250 
one Boat more, and one Boat to every 50 Ton 
from 200 to 400, with Lines, Harpoons, &c. to — 
each Boat. 


The Captain is paid 31. per Month when at 
home, and at going to Sea 251, Hand Money, in A 
lieu of Wages ; when he returns he has 3J. 3s. £ 

| „ for 
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for each Fiſh of 6 Feet Tone, apd 106. per Ton 
Oil Money. 


The Surgeon 3 to 31. 10s. per Month, with 
105. 64, each ſized Fiſh. 


Four can have md 40s. per Month, 
the Time of fitting ; at going away that Wages 
ceaſes to 3 of them, who have 71. 75. each Hand 
Money, with 6s. per Ton each, Oil Money; the 
4th has his Monthly Wages during the Voyage, 
with 5s. Fiſh Money ; he is ſuppoſed to be a 
Learner, and therefore called looſe Harpooner. 


Four Boat Steerers 405. — Month, and 5s. a 
a ſized Fiſh each. 


Pour Line Managers 325 64. per Month, and 
25. 6d. a ſized Fiſh each. 


The Mate 31. per Month, and 11, 15, each 
ſized Fiſh. 8 : r 


Carpenter F per Month, and 11% IS, 'Fiſh Mo- 
ney: | 


| Cook 40s. pe Wunde and 55. Fiſh Money 
Cooper 40s per Month, and 55. Fiſh Money. 


| Four Indented Servants 


2 & a - - 110421 
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Eight Mens Wages from 1. 15, to 1. 10s, . per 
Month, with 25s. 64. Fiſh Money. 


One of the 3 3 is n. to cut 
the Blubber from the Fiſn, for which he is al- 
lowed 1/. 1s. and 84. per Ton more Oil Mo- 
ney, and is called Speckſooner. 


zd. Actual Charge of this Adventure r 
three Ships. 


1ſt Ship C. 1420 Prime Coſt. 
1210 For Repairs, fortifying and 


—— navigating her from London 
L. 2630 to Scotland. 


2d Ship C. 2000 Prime Colt. | 
| 660 Repairs, Fortifying, Navi: 


—— gating,” &c. 
L. 2660 


3d Ship {. 1630 Prime Coſt. 


448 Repairs, Fortifying, Navi- - 


—— gating, dec. 
2005” | 


Fiſhing Tackle. Fiſhing Materials for No. 1. 
670l. including Caſks, Fiſhing Lines, Har- 
poons, Lances, Boats, &c. 

No. 2. 7227. for do. 


No. 3. 540!. for do. Zug 
4 Boats. 
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Boats. One Boat the Law requires for every 
50 Tons. Theſe Ships had 6 Boats each.“ 


Number of Men and Manner of engaging them. 
Each of theſe Ships was navigated with 43 or 
44 Men, who are engaged and paid as follows: 
Captain has 257. Hand-money, and no more if 
he returns unſucceſsful. —If he has any Succeſs 
he receives 1/. 1s. for an Anker of Oil 10s. 
for every Ton of Oil the Ships Cargo boils 81. 
8s, for every ſizable Fiſh. The Captain has 
alſo 10/. for two Months Pay, at rigging and 
unrigging the Ship, the reſt of the Men are 
paid Days Wages for that Time. 


Chief Mate has 21. 10s. per Month, and 1. 


10s. for every ſizable Fiſh, and 21. 125. 6d. for 


acting as Steward for the Voyage. 


| Surgeon has 37. per Month, and 10s. 64. for 


| each ſizable Fiſh, 


Speckſooner has 81. 85. * ed a and 
no more if the Ship returns without Succeſs; 
if ſhe has any Succefs he receives 105. 64. for 
half an Anker of Oil, 10s. 64. for cutting out 
the Bone cf each ſizable Fiſh, and 6s. 44. for 
every Ton of Oil the Ships Company boils. 


Speckſooner's Mate has 77. 175. 64. Hand. 
money, and no more if the Ship returns with- 
out 


1 
out Succeſs, if ſhe has Succeſs he has 106. 64d. 


for half an Anker of Oil, 5s. 3d, for cutting out 
the Bone of each ſizable Fiſh, 6s. for every Ton 


Oil the Ships Cargo boils: 


The 4 Harpooners have 71.76. Hand- money, 
and no more if the Ship returns without Succeſs, 
if ſhe has Succeſs they receive each of them 
10s. 6d. for half an Anker of Oil, and 6s. for 
| each Ton of Oil the Ship's Cargo boils. 


N. B. The Harpooner that firſt ſtrikes any 
ſizable Fiſh has 10s. 6d. thereof. 


The Carpenter has 21. 10s. per Month, and 
55. each {1zable Fiſh. | 


Soatfwraih 2). 55. per Month, ak Li each ſiz- 
able Fiſh. 


Cook 11. 105. per Month, and 55 each ſiza- 
ble Fiſh. 


4 Sail Maker 1/. 105. per Wan * 5% ch 
kzable Fiſh. | 


Six Boat Steerers TH 10s. per Month, and 5s. 
each ſizable Fiſh each. 


Six Line Managers 17. 75s. 6d. per Ton, and 
25. 6d. for each ſizable Fiſh each. 


Six Sailors 11. 5s. per Month, and 25. 64d. 
each ſizable Fiſn each. 


Six 


EW 3 


Six Landſmen 1]. 15. per Month, and 25. 64 
each ſizable Fiſh each. 


SIX Apprentices 25. 6d. each, for each ſizable 

Fiſh, and the firſt Year 15s. per Month, ſecond 

and third Year 20s. per Month, fourth Year 
255. per Month, 


Houſe Rent and Salaries. Ware Houſe Rents 
and Salaries may amount to from yol. to 100. 
per Ann. but that depends on Succels, as more 
room is wanted in Proportion to the Succeſs. 


Manner of taking Care of the Ship's Stores, &c. 
Ship's Stores, viz. Caſks, are put on Shore, and 
dreſſed and piled up during the Winter, the 
fame Method is taken with the Boats, Sails, 
Lines, and Rigging, which are taken off and put 
into a dry Loft. 


[ 


Cove of the Ships in Winter. The Captairis 
take Care of the Ships during the Winter for 
nothing at this Time, in Conſideration of re- 
ceiving 87. 8s. for each ſizable Fiſh. Formerly 
the Captains had only 3/. 3s. per Fiſh, and 50s. 
Money during the Winter. Hands are paid oc- 
caſionally to pump and look after the Situation 
of the Company) s Stores. n 

Expences of manufalturing the Oil and Bone. 
The Expences of preparing a Ton of Oil may 


91 
be from 10s. to 125. and of a Ton of Bone 31. 
10s. to 41. 


Medium Price of Oil per Ton, 20. 
Whale Bone per Ton, 350ʃ. 


Markets of Oil and Whale Bone. This Com- 
pany generally ſells its Oil in the neighbouring 
Towns in Scotland. The common Market for 
Whale Bone is London, ſometimes .. 
or Glaſcow. 


Terms of Payment. "ITN ſix Months 
Credit and 2 + or 5 per Cent. diſcount for ready 
Money. 


One Labour only remains yet unaccompliſh- 
ed; in this indulge me for a Moment my Coun- 
trymen, ſo may auſpicious Gales ſtill fill your 
Sails, and deep loaden Cargoes reward your Pa- 


triotic Labours. An unrecorded Branch of this 


Fiſhery now preſents itſelf to your View, and 
courts your Acceptance; if you catch it (like 
the Angel) it will bleſs you, if you negle& 
the preſent Moment, it will find an Aſylum 
in Holland or ſome other Country, and to 
us mult be loſt imm for ever. 


The Caſe FR" thus; our induſtrious Bre- 
thren on the other fide of the Atlantic, and par- 
ticularly the People of Boſton, and the Quakers 
of Nantucket, finding the Spermaceti Oil brought 
the higheſt Price, and perceiving thoſe Fiſh grow 

| K ſcarce 


I 


ſcarce every Day in the Northern Seas, and poſ- 


ſibly feeling that the Expence required by Law 
in fitting out a Ship for the Greenland Voya 2 
and the Number of Men thereby required to 
be employed, was above their Strength, they 


availed themſelves of the Opinion of Sir Wm. 
Monſon, and the Report of ſubſequentVoyagers, 


and followed the Spermaceti Whales into more 
Southern Latitudes; on the Coaſt of Africa they 
met with encouraging Succeſs, but it was on the 
Weſtern Coaft of the Brazils, and down the 


whole Range of the American Continent that 


they met with the rich Harveſt. In the Year 
1773, the Merchants of Nantucket ſent out for 
the firſt Time 3 Ships to explore this Fiſhery, 
and that the whole of it might be known at 
once, one of the Captains had poſitive Orders 
not to fiſh till he reached 52 Degrees South La- 


titude.— In Mr. Penroſe's Narrative of Falkland's 


Wands, which was publiſhed in 1774, we find 
mention made of theſe 3 Ships having arrived 
in thoſe Hands while he was there. 


The Captain who was ordered moſt to the 
 Southward, reported he could have loaded his 


Ship long before he arrived there, as he run thro? 
great Numbers of Whales, from 3o to 50 De- 


grees South Latitude, nevertheleſs he made a 
faving Voyage. The other two proſecuted their 


Fiſhing from 20 to 30 Degrees, loaded their 
Ships, and reported Whales were in the greateſt 
Abundance all along the Coaſt, almoſt every 


one 


TS 
one of them being the moſt valuable Gs 
ceti Kind. 


80 great was the Spirit of the Ani up- 
on this Report, that the next Seaſon about 
30 Ships went from Nantucket and the Parts 
adjacent, and not one failed of ſome Succeſs, 
but thoſe who were ignorant of the Soundings 
proper to fifh in; laft Year the Number was 
increaſed to upwards of 140 Veſſels, who failed 
from different Parts of North America on this 
and the African Fiſhery, of which very few re- 
turned clean, and it was agreed on by all the 
People employed, that this was the greateſt 
Whale Fiſhery ever diſcoyered by e or chat 
they had heard of, 0 1 


Beſides the Nun of Whales, and their 
being the moſt valuable Kind, this Fiſhery was 
found to have a great Advantage of Climate, 

being free from the frigid Air and incommodi- 
ous Ice of Greenland, and the tempeſtuous 
Weather and putrid Air of the African Fiſhe- 
ries; as the Depth of their Winter is the Height 
of our Summer, the proper Time of failing 
from hence 1s between the firſt of September 
and the end of Novethber, which avoids our 
blowing Weather, and with a good Run ſecures. 
their Summer, and by returning in May, June, 
or July, gives the greateſt Chance for 9 Wea- 
ther on our Coaſt, 


K2 Ie 
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It is further obſervable, that in this Fiſhery 
the Whales are caught from 20 to 100 Leagues 
from the Shore, far beyond the Spaniſh and 
Portugueſe Limits, and therefore our under- 
taking it, cannot give Offence to thoſe Pow- 
ers. | 


To the Credit of the North American Inge- 
nuity, I muſt take Notice that the People of 
Nantucket and Cape Cod, ſo far exceed the Eng- 
liſh Greenland Men in taking the Spermaceti 
Whale, which is ſmaller and far more difficult 
to kill than the great Leviathan of the other 
Seas, that ſome of them would be effectually 
neceſlary in every Ship, and in a few Seaſons 
they would teach our People the Art in which 
they are allowed to excel. Their Whaleing 
Gear and Boats are ſuperior to the Engliſh, as 
has been proved of late at Greenland, when 
they ſtarted at the ſame Time with our Boats, 
and had got up and ſtruck the Whale a Quarter 
of an Hour before the other arrived, and upon 
this many Boats have been built in London with- 
in a few Months upon their Principles, and Har- 
poons, &c. conſtructed. 


This promiſing Proſpect however, has been 
all deſtroyed by the unhappy Diſputes that have 
broken out between Great Britain and her Colo- 
nies, and the late Orders to our Cruizers to ſeize 
every American Ship, has put an End to the 


Trade, 


11 


Trade, and driven theſe Induſtrious Men to ſeek 
elſewhere for Habitations and Employment. 


They are all of them Britiſh Subjects, and many 


of them are Iriſh Men, and if properly encou- 
raged, they bring Induſtry, the Means of Wealth 
along with them, far more than thoſe French 
Refugees who ſettled here in the Days of King 
William. Let us not ſuffer them to fly to Hol- 
land or France and take their Fund of Know- 
ledge to our Enemies. 


Many of the principal Proprietors of the Veſ- 
ſels fitted out from Rhode Iſland and Nantucket 


laſt Year on this Whale Fiſhery, were lately in - 


England. It was recommended to them to di- 
rect their Attention to Ireland for the Seat of 
their Fiſhery, ſince they could no longer carry 
it on from North America. They did not ſeem 
averſe to the Propoſition, but objected to the 
want of Men of Capital ſufficient to make the 
neceſſary Advances, and of due Encouragement. 


It has been conſidered what would be a ſuffi- 
cient Inducement to the Money Agents in Lon- 
don to procure theſe Advances, and what might 
be the proper Encouragement : It has been 
thought that a Bounty upon Ships fitted out for 
that Trade, ſomething ſimilar to the Greenland 
Bounty, and to be continued for a Number of 
Years certain, together with Premiums for 
erecting Boileries for the refining the Oil would 

7 | anſwer 


4 
F; | 


E 


anſwer all theſe Purpoſes. Tho' it was too late 
in the Seaſon to do this in the moſt perfect Man- 
ner, and with all its Regulations by a Law ; yet 
the Parliament of Ireland attentive to the Oc- 
caſion, and ſupported by a Chief Governor, 
ever ready to give his Aſſiſtance to what may 
contribute to her Proſperity, have given the full- 
eſt Aſſurance and Security of encouraging this 
to its full Extent, by coming to Reſolutions to 


enter upon that Subject immediately after their 1 


next Meeting, and then to grant Parliament 
Bounties, and in the mean Time have Addrefled 
his Majeſty to grant Bounties ſimilar to the 
Greenland ones for 3 Years. Their Reſolutions 
are in theſe Words. 


1. l That it is the Opinion of dis 
Committee, that the Extention of the Whale 
Fiſhery of Ireland, is an Object highly — 
the Encouragement of Parliament, SY; 33:4} 


2. Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this 
Committee, that the moſt effectual Means of en- 
couraging the ſaid Fiſheries, will be hy Bounties 
upon Ships employed in the Whale Fiſhery, in 
ſuch Seas as lie to the Southward of the Limits 
of thoſe Seas in which the Whale Fiſhery is at 
preſent encouraged, by an Act paſſed in Great 
Britain, in the Eleventh Year of his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's Reign, intitled, an Act for the better Sup- 
port and Eſtabliſnment of the Greenland and 
Whale Fiſheries, that the ſaid Bounties be grant- 

ed 


| TW» 1 
ed for a Number of Years certain, and be made 
payable upon ſuch Ships in proportion to their 
Tonnagè reſpectively. 


2. Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this 
Committee, that the faid Subject ſhould be ta- 
ken into Conſideration early the next Seſſion of 
Parliament. 


4. Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this 
Committee, that if a Bounty of 309. per Ton 
were given to the Maſters or Owners of ſuch Bri- 
tifh or Iriſh Ships as ſhall be fitted out from any 
of the Ports in this Kingdom, and ſhall proceed 
upon ſuch Fiſhery from the firſt Day of Auguſt 
1776, to the firſt Day of Auguſt 1779, incluſive, 
on landing in this Kingdom all ſuch Whale Fins, 
Oil; or Blubber of Wales, Seal Oil, Seal Skins, or 
other Produce of Seals or other Fiſh or Creature 
as ſhall be caught by the Crews of ſuch Ships in 
any of the ſaid Seas, it would be a proper En- 
couragement to carry on the (aid Fiſhery. 


5. Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this 
Committee, that an humble Addreſs be preſent- 
ed to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to lay 
before his Majeſty the humble Defire of this 
Houſe, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to grant 
a Bounty of 40s. per Ton, to the Maſters or 
Owners of ſuch Britiſh or Iriſh Ships as ſhall be 
fitted out from any Port in this Kingdom, and 
proceed upon the Whale Fiſhery in any of the 

Seas 


1 8 J 
Seas to the Southward of the Limits of thoſe 
Seas, in which the Whale Fiſhery is now encou- 
raged, by an Act paſſed in Great Britain in the 
Eleventh Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, 
from the firſt Day of Auguſt 1776, to the firſt 
Day of Auguſt 1779, incluſive, on landing in 
this Kingdom all ſuch Whale Fins, Oil or Blub- 
ber of Wales, Seal Oil, Seal Skins, or other pro- 
duce of Seals or other Fiſh or Creatures, as ſhall 
be caught by the Crews of ſuch Ships in ſuch 
Seas, ſubject to ſuch Reſtrictions and Regulations 
as his Majeſty ſhall, in his great Wiſdom, think 
proper to make, and to aſſure his Majeſty that 
this Houſe will make good the ſame. 


2 


With regard tòꝭ the Præmiums on the Boyleries 
it is expected, as the Amount of theſe is not great, 


ſoon as the proper Quantum and Mode of giving 
them can be aſcertained. 


The Americans have A8 a free Liberty of 
Importing their Oil and Whale Bone into Ire- 
land Duty free, and of Exporting it again in like 
Manner, and alſo of Importing theſe Articles 
from hence Duty free into Great Britain. All 
theſe have been done for them by the Acts I 
"have already mentioned, 


FINIS 


that they will be given by the Dublin Society as 
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